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Tourists taking in the Transdanubia region should follow 
the Hédervár – Fertőd – Nagycenk – Győr route or tour 
Röjtökmuzsaj – Kőszeg – Körmend – Sárvár – Szeleste; 
Martonvásár – Nádasladány – Tata – Komárom and 
Kutas – Szigetvár – Siklós – Bikal or maybe Simontornya 
– Ozora – Hőgyész.

The area around Lake Balaton is also rich in castles and 
palaces, with recommended tours including Zalacsány – 
Keszthely – Szigliget – Nagyvázsony – Sümeg. 

There are many sights to see close to the capital, too, 
such as the Esztergom – Visegrad or Nagytétény – Érd – 
Gödöllő – Tápiószele excursions.

The classic tourist destination of the Great Plain is not 
without its castles and palaces either, particularly along 
the Békéscsaba – Gyula – Vaja route.

In addition to simply visiting castles and palaces, there 
are ample opportunities to live like a king in Hungary 
– dozens of mansions and residences offer luxurious, 
old-fashioned hospitality to their guests.

Hungarian National Tourist Office
www.hungary.com

Dear visitor,   
Wherever you go in Hungary, you are sure to find 
something interesting, from charming villages with 
living traditions to enticing wine cellars, exciting 
festivals and hundreds of castles, fortresses and 
mansions.

This brochure is for those wishing to relive the Middle 
Ages, peek into the lives of the aristocracy or simply 
spend a night between the sheets of a four-poster bed 
or the day reading in an old library. On the following 
pages, we have compiled Hungary’s most attractive 
and interesting palaces, castles museums and hotels 
open to visitors seeking history and relaxation.
Of course, the picture is far from complete, there are 
many more palaces, fortresses and castle hotels to be 
discovered all over the country.

One thing is certain, pack for more than a single day if 
at all possible. Our map makes it easy to plan a palace 
and castle tour lasting several days or even weeks. 
Here are just a few suggestions:

For those visiting northern Hungary, the Horpács 
– Csesztve – Szécsény – Gyöngyös route is full of 
interest, as well as the Eger – Miskolc – Szerencs – 
Pusztaradvány and the Mád – Füzér – Fűzérradvány 
– Pácin – Sárospatak – Tarcal round trips.
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It was Grand Prince Géza who built the fi rst fortress 
on this picturesque spot overlooking the Danube and 
it was later adopted as the royal seat by Saint István, 
Hungary’s fi rst king. The ever-expanding castle was 
also the residence of the archbishop of Esztergom at 
one time.

Turkish forces captured the fortress in 1543 and it is 
said that when the last pasha of Esztergom felt his 
power under threat, he had a large stone donkey 
carved and hid his gold inside it.

In the fi rst half of the 19th century, Hungary’s largest 
church was erected in the Classicist style on the 

site. The giant columns, tympanum and dome of 
the monumental basilica are an impressive sight on 
any approach to Esztergom. The fantastic panorama 
of the Danube, the city and the surrounding hills at 
the top of the spiral staircase to the 118-metre-long, 
49-metre-wide and 100-metre-high dome is certainly 
worth the effort. The cathedral also incorporates the 
Bakócz Chapel, one of Hungary’s fi nest surviving 
examples of Renaissance architecture.

The Esztergom Centuries exhibition introduces the 
history of the castle and the hill it stands on while 
decorative weapons from the Hungarian National 
Museum collection are on display at the Iron and 
Gold exhibition. Artefacts chronicling the history of 
coin minting and the collection of masonry are also 
well worth as look.

There are many other sights to see in Esztergom, one 
of the country’s most atmospheric cities, including 
the stunning jewellery held in the cathedral vault, the 
religious relics on display in the Christian Museum, 
and the priceless art of the Bálint Balassi Museum. 
And the cafés and restaurants on the main square 
and surrounding streets offer ample opportunity for 
tired tourists to relax and recharge.

Perhaps Hungary’s most picturesque castle ruin, 
the Fűzér Castle has sat perched upon its cliff face 
for centuries. It was built partly in the Gothic style 
before the Tatar invasion of 1241-42, including the 
chapel still standing today.

From the late 14th century, it was owned by the 
Perényi family. According to legend, it was once 
attacked by a marauding Turkish army and, when 
Gábor Perényi died in battle, his wife and twin sons 
were able to escape the fortress through a secret 
tunnel. One of the boys disappeared as they fl ed, 
while the other was captured by the Turks on a 
hunting trip many years later. To the dismay of the 
Turkish soldiers, the court of the Sultan entrusted 

Details:
Füzér, Vár‐hegy
Tel.: (+36‐30) 663‐8802,
(+36‐47) 340‐345
info@fuzer.hu
www.fuzer.hu

Opening hours: 
March 15 – October 25.
9 a.m ‐ 6 p.m.
October 26 – March 14.
10 a.m ‐ 3 p.m.

Füzér G1

Füzér Castle
Castle

the prisoner to Yusuf, who it later turned out was 
none other than his long-lost twin brother. When the 
story was recounted to the sultan, both men were 
set free. The Perényi brothers returned home to fall 
in love with the two sisters staying with their mother, 
giving what had begun as a tragic story a happy 
ending. Another memorable story surrounding the 
Füzér Castle is that the Hungarian crown was once 
guarded here.

Visitors making their way to the top of the protected 
hillside along the steep path are rewarded by 
a breathtaking panorama of the surrounding 
Hegyköz and Zemplén hills. Renovation of the 
fortress is currently underway and the castle now 
has its own festival, the Füzér Castle Days in August. 
The region is rich in points of interest, such as the 
cultural house at the foot of the hill, the museum of 
the famous Hollóház porcelain factory, the castle 
palace of Kéked built in the Middle Ages, and the 
ancient mining settlement of Telkibánya.

A ride on the narrow-gauge railway running 
between Pálháza and Rotalló is an unforgettable 
experience as it ascends through the valleys 
carved through the Zemplén hills by a network of 
streams. Hungry passengers should stop off at the 
excellent restaurant of the Kőkapu hunting lodge 
built onto the cliff side.

Esztergom
Castle, Castle Museum
Details:
Esztergom, Szent István tér 1.
Tel.: (+36‐33) 415‐986
Fax: (+36‐33) 500‐095
varmegom@invitel.hu
www.mnmvarmuzeuma.hu

Opening hours:
March 1 – October 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 1 – April 30.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Esztergom D3
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The Buda Castle overlooking the River Danube is 
Hungary’s most visited tourist site. Prior to the arrival 
of the Tatars in 1241-42, a village was perched on the 
hilltop, but after the danger the threat had passed, 
King Béla IV erected city walls to stave off further 
threats.

The Royal Palace was built in the 14th and 15th 
centuries on the southern half of the hill with both 
King Sigismund and King Mátyás commissioning 
extensive construction work. The latter built a castle 
that was a source of envy throughout Europe and no 
small number of legends are attached to his reign. 
One of the most famous is the story of the poor 
shepherd who made fools of the avaricious palace 
guards by requesting a “reward” of 100 strokes with 
a stick, which would be shared among the men who 
allowed him to enter.

In 1541, the Turks conquered Buda and the city was 
not reclaimed until 1686. Today, the World Heritage 
site is the jewel in the crown of Hungarian tourism 

Details:
Budapest, District I, Buda Castle
Tel.: (+36‐1) 488‐0475
Fax: (+36‐1) 488‐0474 
var@budapestinfo.hu

Budapest DE4

Budapest
Buda Castle

and offers countless attractions, including the 
Hungarian National Gallery in the former Royal Palace 
showcasing the fi nest in Hungarian and international 
fi ne arts, while the Budapest History Museum 
chronicles the diverse and fascinating history of the 
Hungarian capital.

The Mátyás Church, scene of several coronations, 
and the unparalleled views of the Danube and 
the historic buildings of Pest from the adjacent 
Fisherman’s Bastion are also not to be missed. The 
state president’s Classicist palace is also to be found 
in the Castle District near the top of the famous 
funicular. Below ground, the labyrinth of caves in 
the bowels of the hillside offers a quite different 
sightseeing experience.

Events are held in the historic old town throughout 
the year, including the Celebration of Crafts, various 
fl ea markets, and several pálinka (Hungarian fruit 
brandy) and wine festivals. The district has preserved 
its narrow cobbled streets from the Middle Ages and 
its old buildings are home to outstanding restaurants, 
stylish bars and welcoming cafés.

The Baroque city of Eger at the feet of the Bükk 
Hills is a jewel in Hungary’s crown. The legendary 
Eger Castle towers above the city’s old town, a 
predecessor of which stood in the time of Árpád, 
the Grand Prince of the Magyars who fi rst settled 
the Carpathian Basin until it was destroyed by the 
Tatars.

The castle was quickly rebuilt by local bishops and 
it became a key border fortress during the Turkish 
occupation. During this time, István Dobó and his 
men successfully saw off the marauding Ottoman 
army against all odds, before fi nally succumbing in 
1596. Nevertheless, Géza Gárdonyi’s famous novel 
Egri Csillagok (usually translated as Eclipse of the 

Details:
Eger, Vár 1.
Tel.: (+36‐36) 312‐744
Fax: (+36‐36) 312‐450
varmuzeum@egrivar.hu 
www.egrivar.hu

Opening hours:
March 2 – November 2.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
November 3 – March 3.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Eger F3

Eger Castle,
István Dobó Castle Museum

Crescent Moon) immortalised the heroic battle and 
the tunnels said to connect the fortress to other 
castles. Many researchers have searched high and 
low for evidence of the love story between the book’s 
heroes, Gergely Bornemissza and Éva Cecey.

The permanent exhibition at the Castle Museum tells 
the story of the historic building and explores the 
various forms of punishment and torture throughout 
history, while the underground network of winding 
tunnels is always popular with visitors. The stone 
vault contains the remains of cathedrals that formerly 
occupied the site and the heroes’ hall contains the 
marble tombstone of István Dobó, the man who led 
the successful defence of the castle in 1552.

Elsewhere, the gallery housed in the fortress is 
an important collection of fi ne art from Germany, 
Italy, Austria and Hungary. The many traditions 
surrounding the castle are also preserved by a rich 
calendar of events, while children love to play in the 
castle’s historical playground.

Streets lined with attractive Baroque houses lead 
down from the old town to the main square in the 
heart of the city. It would take a full week to do 
all the the sights in this city full justice, from the 
cathedral, minaret church and Turkish minaret – with 
its extremely tight spiral staircase – to the diocese 
library and old observatory of the lyceum. And at the 
end of a long day’s sightseeing, a glass of Eger’s 
famous Bull’s Blood tastes even better than usual.
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Kőszeg Castle, embedded of the fabric of the town 
of the same name, was built in the early 14th century, 
at which time the town was also surrounded by city 
walls. The Turks stormed the ramparts in 1532, but 
they were held at bay by the vastly outnumbered 
forces of Baron Miklós Jurisics. Legend has it that 
during the decisive fi nal onslaught, Turkish soldiers 
fought their way in beyond the city walls, but were 
so terrifi ed by the wailing of the women and children 
emanating from the churches that were convinced 
powerful reinforcements were approaching.

Outside the attractive town, the Hörmann Spring 
is named after an alderman who was found after 
fl eeing accusations of betraying the town in 1532. 
He was immediately tortured and killed, but that 
fate does not await visitors to this attractive spot 
today.

The castle was later owned by the noble Eszterházy 
family for many centuries. Today, a castle museum 
occupies the building, featuring the sword of 
the city commander and rooms decorated with 
18th and 19th century interiors. One of the most 
impressive items of furniture is the giant table of 
the former town council, at which many important 
decisions were once made.

The castle also houses the unique Book of the 
Arrival of the Grapes, in which the expected harvest 
has been recorded and illustrated every year since 
1740. Today, a festival marks each new entry into 
the book.

Almost every building in the historic Baroque town 
is protected, and many of the restaurants in the 
narrow streets and friendly squares have been 
serving up delicious meals for centuries.

This historic castle lies in the valley extending 
to the east of the Bükk Hills and is approached 
via one of the country’s most attractive chestnut 
groves, where the lush crowns of the 52 trees 
shade the road. The fi rst fortress was built here in 
the 12th century, but it was destroyed by the Tatars 
in 1241-42.

The golden age of the new castle was in the 
14th and 15th centuries, when it was the estate 
of Hungarian queens from the reign of King 
Sigismund onward. The story goes that Sigusmund 
was not loved by his wife Mária and the object of 
her desire was a young knight she secretly kissed 
in the castle garden one night. She planted two 

Details:
Miskolc–Diósgyôr, Vár u. 24.
Tel.: (+36‐46) 533‐355 
Fax: (+36‐46) 530‐463
info@diosgyorivar.hu
www.diosgyorivar.hu

Opening hours:
May 1 – September 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
October 1 – April 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Miskolc – Diósgyôr G2

Miskolc–Diósgyôr
Castle

hazelnut trees in memory of the stolen kiss, and 
they stood in the same spot for centuries.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the Diósgyőr Castle 
became a border fortress as it repelled wave after 
wave of Turkish attacks. By the time of Rákóczi’s 
war of independence the fortress lay in ruins and 
played no role in the fi ghting.

There are many points of interest within the four 
towers of the castle. The round bastion contains 
mannequins modelling historical battle dress, 
armour and weaponry, the north-eastern tower 
houses a giant painting telling the story of the 
Turin peace accord and the casemate contains 
a wall where visitors are invited to illustrate their 
own memories of the castle. The pentagonal Italian 
tower provides an opportunity for enthusiasts of 
military history to take a closer look at a recast 
decorative cannon. Visitors to Diósgyőr should 
also drop in on the ruins of the monastery, the 
Déryné House and the thermal baths.

The area around Miskolc is also famous for the 
Miskolc-Tapolca thermal and cave baths, as well as 
the idyllic Lillafüred Palace Hotel with its tranquil 
rowing lake and narrow-gauge railway running up 
into the Bükk Hills.

Kôszeg
Castle, Miklós Jurisics Castle Museum
Details:
Kôszeg, Rajnis u. 9. 
Tel.: (+36‐94) 360‐240,
(+36‐94) 360‐113
jurisics@koszeg.hu
muzeum.koszeg@t‐online.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 5 p.m.

Kôszeg A4

Hungary’s best preserved Gothic brick castle, the 
Gyula fortress was fi rst mentioned in offi cial records 
in 1405. In 1566, the defences of László Kerecsényi 
were defeated by Turkish forces, and the castle was 
only restored to Hungarian control in 1695.

By the 18th century, the fortress had lost its military 
importance and was owned by the family of Baron 
Harruckern. It is said the castle was once the seat 
of Attila the Hun and that his favourite son, Csaba 
was born here. Another legend is that King Mátyás 
had tunnels dug to the Sarkad and Arad castles to 
provide his son János Corvin with an escape route 
in case of emergency.
As was their tradition, the Turks also constructed 
a tunnel from the castle to the town’s baths. Today, 
the castle museum displays furniture and interiors 

Details:
Gyula, Várkert 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐66) 464‐117  
corvinmuzeum@t‐online.hu
www.corvinmuzeum.hu 

Opening hours:
September 1 – June 14.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
June 15 – August 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 7 p.m.

Gyula G6

Gyula, Castle,
János Corvin Castle Museum 

authentically restored, giving visitors a glimpse into 
Renaissance life. The fortress also makes the perfect 
venue for weddings and smaller conferences with its 
chapel, stables and Castrum wine restaurant.

The castle courtyard also provides the backdrop for 
one of the country’s best known theatre festivals and 
the famous Gyula thermal baths and the Wenckheim-
Almásy Castle are just a stone’s throw away. Gyula is 
also home to some unique tourist sights, including 
the Ladics House showcasing bourgeois lifestyles 
through the ages and the Százéves Cukrászda 
(Hundred-year-old Cake Shop), which fi rst opened 
in 1840.

Art lovers should also look up the György Kohán 
Gallery, the Dürer Showroom and the Ferenc Erkel 
Memorial House, while the recently restored town 
centre makes for a pleasant stroll. Several festivals 
are staged in Gyula every year, such as the Fortress 
Nights, the Castle Grounds Festivities, the All 
Hungary Folk Dance Festival and the International 
Pot Still Pálinka Festival.

The Komárom fortress network extends across 
both sides of the Danube and was built in the 
18th and 19th centuries based on cutting-edge 
principles of military architecture. The legendary 
stone virgin on the corner of the tower of the old 
Komárno castle on the Slovak side is a female form 
making a hand gesture warning potential invaders 
that the fortress will not be vanquished.

The Komárom fortress was of key importance in 
the 1948-49 revolt when it was the last to surrender 

Details:
Komárom, Dunapart 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐34) 540‐582 
info@fort‐monostor.hu
www.fort‐monostor.hu

Opening hours:
November 24 – March 7.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.
(tours unavailable)
March 7 – November 24.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
(tours unavailable on Mondays)
Tours commence:
9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 13 p.m.,
14 p.m., 15 p.m.

Komárom C3

Komárom
Castle, Monastery Fortress Military Culture 
Centre, Museum

to the Hapsburg Empire in October 1849.
Alongside György Klapka in the winter of 1849, the 
defence was commanded by Englishman Richard 
Guyon, who led the desperate town’s population 
by the example his own remarkable bravery in the 
face of relentless Austrian cannon salvoes.

The Military Culture Museum partially built into 
the tunnels under the fortress is unique in Central 
Europe. The Castes, Fortresses and Knights 
exhibition fi lls its giant hollow rooms, a bread-
making museum occupies the former military 
bakery and the military technology park offers 
plenty to see. There is also a collection of Roman 
ruins on display. Several guided tours of the large 
area of the fortress are also available, the most 
exciting of which is the unique tunnel tour. The café 
offers an opportunity to relax while the children 
enjoy the historical playhouse.

The fortress plays host to a wide range of annual 
events, from the bakery days to the American 
cars festival. The fortress can be approached by 
boat from Budapest now that a harbour has been 
built on the stretch of the Danube alongside the 
fortress.

While they are here, visitors should also take a 
look at the sights of the town of Komárom itself, 
particularly the György Klapka museum.

FortressesHungary
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Kőszeg Castle, embedded of the fabric of the town 
of the same name, was built in the early 14th century, 
at which time the town was also surrounded by city 
walls. The Turks stormed the ramparts in 1532, but 
they were held at bay by the vastly outnumbered 
forces of Baron Miklós Jurisics. Legend has it that 
during the decisive fi nal onslaught, Turkish soldiers 
fought their way in beyond the city walls, but were 
so terrifi ed by the wailing of the women and children 
emanating from the churches that were convinced 
powerful reinforcements were approaching.

Outside the attractive town, the Hörmann Spring 
is named after an alderman who was found after 
fl eeing accusations of betraying the town in 1532. 
He was immediately tortured and killed, but that 
fate does not await visitors to this attractive spot 
today.

The castle was later owned by the noble Eszterházy 
family for many centuries. Today, a castle museum 
occupies the building, featuring the sword of 
the city commander and rooms decorated with 
18th and 19th century interiors. One of the most 
impressive items of furniture is the giant table of 
the former town council, at which many important 
decisions were once made.

The castle also houses the unique Book of the 
Arrival of the Grapes, in which the expected harvest 
has been recorded and illustrated every year since 
1740. Today, a festival marks each new entry into 
the book.

Almost every building in the historic Baroque town 
is protected, and many of the restaurants in the 
narrow streets and friendly squares have been 
serving up delicious meals for centuries.

This historic castle lies in the valley extending 
to the east of the Bükk Hills and is approached 
via one of the country’s most attractive chestnut 
groves, where the lush crowns of the 52 trees 
shade the road. The fi rst fortress was built here in 
the 12th century, but it was destroyed by the Tatars 
in 1241-42.

The golden age of the new castle was in the 
14th and 15th centuries, when it was the estate 
of Hungarian queens from the reign of King 
Sigismund onward. The story goes that Sigusmund 
was not loved by his wife Mária and the object of 
her desire was a young knight she secretly kissed 
in the castle garden one night. She planted two 

Details:
Miskolc–Diósgyôr, Vár u. 24.
Tel.: (+36‐46) 533‐355 
Fax: (+36‐46) 530‐463
info@diosgyorivar.hu
www.diosgyorivar.hu

Opening hours:
May 1 – September 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
October 1 – April 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Miskolc – Diósgyôr G2

Miskolc–Diósgyôr
Castle

hazelnut trees in memory of the stolen kiss, and 
they stood in the same spot for centuries.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the Diósgyőr Castle 
became a border fortress as it repelled wave after 
wave of Turkish attacks. By the time of Rákóczi’s 
war of independence the fortress lay in ruins and 
played no role in the fi ghting.

There are many points of interest within the four 
towers of the castle. The round bastion contains 
mannequins modelling historical battle dress, 
armour and weaponry, the north-eastern tower 
houses a giant painting telling the story of the 
Turin peace accord and the casemate contains 
a wall where visitors are invited to illustrate their 
own memories of the castle. The pentagonal Italian 
tower provides an opportunity for enthusiasts of 
military history to take a closer look at a recast 
decorative cannon. Visitors to Diósgyőr should 
also drop in on the ruins of the monastery, the 
Déryné House and the thermal baths.

The area around Miskolc is also famous for the 
Miskolc-Tapolca thermal and cave baths, as well as 
the idyllic Lillafüred Palace Hotel with its tranquil 
rowing lake and narrow-gauge railway running up 
into the Bükk Hills.

Kôszeg
Castle, Miklós Jurisics Castle Museum
Details:
Kôszeg, Rajnis u. 9. 
Tel.: (+36‐94) 360‐240,
(+36‐94) 360‐113
jurisics@koszeg.hu
muzeum.koszeg@t‐online.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 5 p.m.

Kôszeg A4

Hungary’s best preserved Gothic brick castle, the 
Gyula fortress was fi rst mentioned in offi cial records 
in 1405. In 1566, the defences of László Kerecsényi 
were defeated by Turkish forces, and the castle was 
only restored to Hungarian control in 1695.

By the 18th century, the fortress had lost its military 
importance and was owned by the family of Baron 
Harruckern. It is said the castle was once the seat 
of Attila the Hun and that his favourite son, Csaba 
was born here. Another legend is that King Mátyás 
had tunnels dug to the Sarkad and Arad castles to 
provide his son János Corvin with an escape route 
in case of emergency.
As was their tradition, the Turks also constructed 
a tunnel from the castle to the town’s baths. Today, 
the castle museum displays furniture and interiors 

Details:
Gyula, Várkert 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐66) 464‐117  
corvinmuzeum@t‐online.hu
www.corvinmuzeum.hu 

Opening hours:
September 1 – June 14.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
June 15 – August 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 7 p.m.

Gyula G6

Gyula, Castle,
János Corvin Castle Museum 

authentically restored, giving visitors a glimpse into 
Renaissance life. The fortress also makes the perfect 
venue for weddings and smaller conferences with its 
chapel, stables and Castrum wine restaurant.

The castle courtyard also provides the backdrop for 
one of the country’s best known theatre festivals and 
the famous Gyula thermal baths and the Wenckheim-
Almásy Castle are just a stone’s throw away. Gyula is 
also home to some unique tourist sights, including 
the Ladics House showcasing bourgeois lifestyles 
through the ages and the Százéves Cukrászda 
(Hundred-year-old Cake Shop), which fi rst opened 
in 1840.

Art lovers should also look up the György Kohán 
Gallery, the Dürer Showroom and the Ferenc Erkel 
Memorial House, while the recently restored town 
centre makes for a pleasant stroll. Several festivals 
are staged in Gyula every year, such as the Fortress 
Nights, the Castle Grounds Festivities, the All 
Hungary Folk Dance Festival and the International 
Pot Still Pálinka Festival.

The Komárom fortress network extends across 
both sides of the Danube and was built in the 
18th and 19th centuries based on cutting-edge 
principles of military architecture. The legendary 
stone virgin on the corner of the tower of the old 
Komárno castle on the Slovak side is a female form 
making a hand gesture warning potential invaders 
that the fortress will not be vanquished.

The Komárom fortress was of key importance in 
the 1948-49 revolt when it was the last to surrender 

Details:
Komárom, Dunapart 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐34) 540‐582 
info@fort‐monostor.hu
www.fort‐monostor.hu

Opening hours:
November 24 – March 7.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.
(tours unavailable)
March 7 – November 24.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
(tours unavailable on Mondays)
Tours commence:
9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 13 p.m.,
14 p.m., 15 p.m.

Komárom C3

Komárom
Castle, Monastery Fortress Military Culture 
Centre, Museum

to the Hapsburg Empire in October 1849.
Alongside György Klapka in the winter of 1849, the 
defence was commanded by Englishman Richard 
Guyon, who led the desperate town’s population 
by the example his own remarkable bravery in the 
face of relentless Austrian cannon salvoes.

The Military Culture Museum partially built into 
the tunnels under the fortress is unique in Central 
Europe. The Castes, Fortresses and Knights 
exhibition fi lls its giant hollow rooms, a bread-
making museum occupies the former military 
bakery and the military technology park offers 
plenty to see. There is also a collection of Roman 
ruins on display. Several guided tours of the large 
area of the fortress are also available, the most 
exciting of which is the unique tunnel tour. The café 
offers an opportunity to relax while the children 
enjoy the historical playhouse.

The fortress plays host to a wide range of annual 
events, from the bakery days to the American 
cars festival. The fortress can be approached by 
boat from Budapest now that a harbour has been 
built on the stretch of the Danube alongside the 
fortress.

While they are here, visitors should also take a 
look at the sights of the town of Komárom itself, 
particularly the György Klapka museum.
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One of Hungary’s best preserved castles, the Sárvár 
fortress is fi rst mentioned in offi cial documents in 
1288. From the 1320s, it was owned by the Kőszegi 
family that ruled over much of the Transdanubia 
region.

The Kőszegis were eventually ousted when Sándor 
Köcski stormed the building at the behest of King 
Charles Robert. In recognition of his deeds fi ghting 
both for the Hungarian King and for Emporer 
Frederick in Germany, Köcski was appointed general 
of the castle and steward of Vas County.

The castle later came into the ownership of the 
Kanizsai and Nádasdy families, the latter of which 
expanded the fortress in the Renaissance style 
around 1560. From 1803, the castle was owned 
by the archdukes of the Habsburg family and, from 
1875, by the Wittelsbach Bavarian royal family.

The castle now functions as a museum, the 
centrepiece of which is the vaulted banquet hall with 
its seven enormous ceiling paintings of turbulent 
Baroque battle scenes bordered by vibrant stucco. 
The museum’s collection of artefacts is equally 
signifi cant, including exquisite Renaissance and 
Baroque furniture, a rich collection of European 
glassware, a 1494 Antwerp painting from 1494 of a 
court tournament from the Bavarian royal collection, 
a 17th century Nuremberg silver platter and a 
collection of 60 sabres dating from the 17th to the 
20th centuries. The exhibition of the history of the 
Hungarian Hussars is also unique in that it brings the 
full spectrum of Hussar uniforms together in a single 
location.

The outer walls of the castle have recently been 
renovated and the moat excavated around it is still 
visible today. A short walk from the castle, visitors will 
fi nd a nine-hectare arboretum, the restored old town 
and the 44 °C water of the town’s thermal baths.

Towering above the surrounding countryside, the 
Siklós Castle was built in the late 13th century. It 
was steadily expanded in the centuries to come, 
eventually belonging to the Garai estate. According 
to legend, the family jewels were guarded in the 
castle prison by a python 12 metres in length and 
as thick as a tree trunk. The snake even appears on 
the Garai family crest above the chapel entrance. 
The Renaissance fortress was later owned by King 
Mátyás and his son János Corvin before passing to 
palatine Imre Perényi in 1515. Siklós fell into Turkish 
hands from 1543 to 1686 and was conquered by 
Kuruc forces during Rákóczi’s war of independence.

Details:
Siklós, Vajda János tér 8.
Tel.: (+36‐72) 579‐427
Fax: (+36‐72) 579‐427
varsiklos@freemail.hu
siklos@tourinform.hu
www.siklosivar.hu,www.siklos.hu

Opening hours:
April 15 – October 15.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
October 16 – April 14.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Only the castle is open on Mondays, 
the museum is closed.

Siklós C8

Siklós
Castle, Castle Musuem

The exhibitions in the castle offer something for 
everyone, including relics of the castle itself, the 
town and the battles fought around it, masonry from 
the Middle Ages, and artefacts relating to hunting, 
painting and folk art. There is even an exhibition of 
gloves and related fashion through the ages, and the 
rich heritage of the Villány-Siklós wine region is also 
represented here.

At the foot of the hill, Siklós offers much more to see, 
such as the restored Turkish monuments, the djami 
of Bey Malkoc and a beautiful Franciscan church. 
Weary travellers will appreciate the opportunity to 
unwind at the Harkány medicinal baths no more 
than a short drive away.

Sárvár
Castle, Ferenc Nádasdy Museum
Details:
Sárvár, Várkerület 1. 
Tel./Fax.: (+36‐95) 320‐158
muzeum.sarvar@mail.globonet.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sárvár B4

www.hungary.com

This castle in the forests of the Bakony Hills was built 
by the Vezsenyi family in the fi rst half of the 15th cen-
tury before passing into the ownership of general 
Pál Kinizsi, who expanded it considerably. Kinizsi, 
a general famous for keeping the Turks at bay un-
der King Mátyás, was working at the local watermill 
when the king passed by on a hunting trip asking for 
drinking water. The powerful Kinizsi is said to have 
passed him a cup using a millstone as a tray. Seeing 
his incredible strength, the king did not hesitate to 
recruit him to his army and it was not long before the 
talented leader rose to the very top.

Details:
Nagyvázsony, Vár u. 9
Tel.: (+36‐88) 264‐786
Fax: (+36‐88) 515‐212
turistaszallo@nagyvazsony.hu
www.kinizsivar.hu
www.nagyvazsony.hu

Opening hours:
March 15 – May 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
June 1 – August 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
September 1 – October 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Nagyvázsony C5

Nagyvázsony
Castle, Pál Kinizsi Castle Museum

Today, the immaculately restored fortress contains a 
castle museum of architectural fi nds on the site, as 
well as furniture and weapons from the Middle Ages. 
There is also an exhibition of life-sized models of the 
Hungarian kings.

One of the best-known attractions in the castle is 
a model plotting Hungarian history from the arrival 
in the Carpathian Basin to the present day with the 
help of several thousand tiny fi gurines.

Every summer, historical games are staged in the 
castle, while the stable in Bethlehem is recreated 
with live animals during advent. The castle is also 
an ideal starting point for tours into the beautiful sur-
rounding countryside, and the nearby post offi ce 
museum is worthy of a short visit.

The quaint town of Sárospatak and its legendary 
castle are nestled in the beautiful countryside along 
the banks of the River Bodrog. The fortress was 
erected in the 1530s, with the city walls following 
in 1541. The castle and the Renaissance wing 
subsequently added was owned by the Perényi family 
before fi nding its way into the hands of the Prince 
Rákóczi. In 1680, a gunpowder explosion damaged 
the Red Tower, and sections of the city walls were 
destroyed in 1702, rendering the castle ineffective 
as a military building. During the Rákóczi uprising, 
Prince Ferenc Rákóczi II even held Parliamentary 
sessions in Sárospatak in 1710. Several secret 
tunnels are said to have led to fortresses in the 
surrounding area and a large network of cellars still 
remains beneath the castle and town. It is in these 
that the Tokaj region’s famous wines continue to 
be aged to this day. The story goes that Rákóczi’s 
treasures guarded in the Red Tower were stolen by 

Details:
Sárospatak, Szent Erzsébet út 19.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 311‐083
Fax: (+36‐47) 511‐135 
spatak@rakoczimuzeum.axelero.net
www.spatak.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Sárospatak H2

Sárospatak
Castle, Rákóczi Museum

a jackdaw trained by a local student to bring him an 
item of gold jewellery every day. When the student 
felt he had accumulated suffi cient wealth, he killed 
the bird to cover his tracks and moved away from 
Sárospatak. German noble families later moved 
into the castle, converting it into a palace, and the 
restored building currently operates as the Rákóczi 
Museum. Several permanent exhibitions are open 
to the public, including a collection of artefacts 
telling the story of the famous family and the war 
of independence. The Red Tower, the oldest part of 
the building, invites visitors to take a peek into life 
in the Middle Ages, while the Italian tower casemate 
introduces the art of war in the late Renaissance 
period.

A café evoking the golden age of the late 19th 
century and also operates in the castle, while the 
famous Reformation College with the enormous 
halls of its historical library, the large Gothic church, 
the Makovecz-designed town house and the former 
Trinity Cloisters all make an excursion into the town 
itself very worthwhile. The town is also one of the 
venues for the Zemplén Festival and a celebration of 
Szent Erzsébet is held here every year.

The views from the Megyer Hill on the outskirts of 
town also make it a highly attractive destination for 
walkers.

FortressesHungary
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One of Hungary’s best preserved castles, the Sárvár 
fortress is fi rst mentioned in offi cial documents in 
1288. From the 1320s, it was owned by the Kőszegi 
family that ruled over much of the Transdanubia 
region.

The Kőszegis were eventually ousted when Sándor 
Köcski stormed the building at the behest of King 
Charles Robert. In recognition of his deeds fi ghting 
both for the Hungarian King and for Emporer 
Frederick in Germany, Köcski was appointed general 
of the castle and steward of Vas County.

The castle later came into the ownership of the 
Kanizsai and Nádasdy families, the latter of which 
expanded the fortress in the Renaissance style 
around 1560. From 1803, the castle was owned 
by the archdukes of the Habsburg family and, from 
1875, by the Wittelsbach Bavarian royal family.

The castle now functions as a museum, the 
centrepiece of which is the vaulted banquet hall with 
its seven enormous ceiling paintings of turbulent 
Baroque battle scenes bordered by vibrant stucco. 
The museum’s collection of artefacts is equally 
signifi cant, including exquisite Renaissance and 
Baroque furniture, a rich collection of European 
glassware, a 1494 Antwerp painting from 1494 of a 
court tournament from the Bavarian royal collection, 
a 17th century Nuremberg silver platter and a 
collection of 60 sabres dating from the 17th to the 
20th centuries. The exhibition of the history of the 
Hungarian Hussars is also unique in that it brings the 
full spectrum of Hussar uniforms together in a single 
location.

The outer walls of the castle have recently been 
renovated and the moat excavated around it is still 
visible today. A short walk from the castle, visitors will 
fi nd a nine-hectare arboretum, the restored old town 
and the 44 °C water of the town’s thermal baths.

Towering above the surrounding countryside, the 
Siklós Castle was built in the late 13th century. It 
was steadily expanded in the centuries to come, 
eventually belonging to the Garai estate. According 
to legend, the family jewels were guarded in the 
castle prison by a python 12 metres in length and 
as thick as a tree trunk. The snake even appears on 
the Garai family crest above the chapel entrance. 
The Renaissance fortress was later owned by King 
Mátyás and his son János Corvin before passing to 
palatine Imre Perényi in 1515. Siklós fell into Turkish 
hands from 1543 to 1686 and was conquered by 
Kuruc forces during Rákóczi’s war of independence.

Details:
Siklós, Vajda János tér 8.
Tel.: (+36‐72) 579‐427
Fax: (+36‐72) 579‐427
varsiklos@freemail.hu
siklos@tourinform.hu
www.siklosivar.hu,www.siklos.hu

Opening hours:
April 15 – October 15.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
October 16 – April 14.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Only the castle is open on Mondays, 
the museum is closed.

Siklós C8

Siklós
Castle, Castle Musuem

The exhibitions in the castle offer something for 
everyone, including relics of the castle itself, the 
town and the battles fought around it, masonry from 
the Middle Ages, and artefacts relating to hunting, 
painting and folk art. There is even an exhibition of 
gloves and related fashion through the ages, and the 
rich heritage of the Villány-Siklós wine region is also 
represented here.

At the foot of the hill, Siklós offers much more to see, 
such as the restored Turkish monuments, the djami 
of Bey Malkoc and a beautiful Franciscan church. 
Weary travellers will appreciate the opportunity to 
unwind at the Harkány medicinal baths no more 
than a short drive away.

Sárvár
Castle, Ferenc Nádasdy Museum
Details:
Sárvár, Várkerület 1. 
Tel./Fax.: (+36‐95) 320‐158
muzeum.sarvar@mail.globonet.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sárvár B4

www.hungary.com

This castle in the forests of the Bakony Hills was built 
by the Vezsenyi family in the fi rst half of the 15th cen-
tury before passing into the ownership of general 
Pál Kinizsi, who expanded it considerably. Kinizsi, 
a general famous for keeping the Turks at bay un-
der King Mátyás, was working at the local watermill 
when the king passed by on a hunting trip asking for 
drinking water. The powerful Kinizsi is said to have 
passed him a cup using a millstone as a tray. Seeing 
his incredible strength, the king did not hesitate to 
recruit him to his army and it was not long before the 
talented leader rose to the very top.

Details:
Nagyvázsony, Vár u. 9
Tel.: (+36‐88) 264‐786
Fax: (+36‐88) 515‐212
turistaszallo@nagyvazsony.hu
www.kinizsivar.hu
www.nagyvazsony.hu

Opening hours:
March 15 – May 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
June 1 – August 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
September 1 – October 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Nagyvázsony C5

Nagyvázsony
Castle, Pál Kinizsi Castle Museum

Today, the immaculately restored fortress contains a 
castle museum of architectural fi nds on the site, as 
well as furniture and weapons from the Middle Ages. 
There is also an exhibition of life-sized models of the 
Hungarian kings.

One of the best-known attractions in the castle is 
a model plotting Hungarian history from the arrival 
in the Carpathian Basin to the present day with the 
help of several thousand tiny fi gurines.

Every summer, historical games are staged in the 
castle, while the stable in Bethlehem is recreated 
with live animals during advent. The castle is also 
an ideal starting point for tours into the beautiful sur-
rounding countryside, and the nearby post offi ce 
museum is worthy of a short visit.

The quaint town of Sárospatak and its legendary 
castle are nestled in the beautiful countryside along 
the banks of the River Bodrog. The fortress was 
erected in the 1530s, with the city walls following 
in 1541. The castle and the Renaissance wing 
subsequently added was owned by the Perényi family 
before fi nding its way into the hands of the Prince 
Rákóczi. In 1680, a gunpowder explosion damaged 
the Red Tower, and sections of the city walls were 
destroyed in 1702, rendering the castle ineffective 
as a military building. During the Rákóczi uprising, 
Prince Ferenc Rákóczi II even held Parliamentary 
sessions in Sárospatak in 1710. Several secret 
tunnels are said to have led to fortresses in the 
surrounding area and a large network of cellars still 
remains beneath the castle and town. It is in these 
that the Tokaj region’s famous wines continue to 
be aged to this day. The story goes that Rákóczi’s 
treasures guarded in the Red Tower were stolen by 

Details:
Sárospatak, Szent Erzsébet út 19.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 311‐083
Fax: (+36‐47) 511‐135 
spatak@rakoczimuzeum.axelero.net
www.spatak.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Sárospatak H2

Sárospatak
Castle, Rákóczi Museum

a jackdaw trained by a local student to bring him an 
item of gold jewellery every day. When the student 
felt he had accumulated suffi cient wealth, he killed 
the bird to cover his tracks and moved away from 
Sárospatak. German noble families later moved 
into the castle, converting it into a palace, and the 
restored building currently operates as the Rákóczi 
Museum. Several permanent exhibitions are open 
to the public, including a collection of artefacts 
telling the story of the famous family and the war 
of independence. The Red Tower, the oldest part of 
the building, invites visitors to take a peek into life 
in the Middle Ages, while the Italian tower casemate 
introduces the art of war in the late Renaissance 
period.

A café evoking the golden age of the late 19th 
century and also operates in the castle, while the 
famous Reformation College with the enormous 
halls of its historical library, the large Gothic church, 
the Makovecz-designed town house and the former 
Trinity Cloisters all make an excursion into the town 
itself very worthwhile. The town is also one of the 
venues for the Zemplén Festival and a celebration of 
Szent Erzsébet is held here every year.

The views from the Megyer Hill on the outskirts of 
town also make it a highly attractive destination for 
walkers.
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The walls of the Szigetvár Castle bear witness to 
one of the most heroic military battles in Hungarian 
history in 1566 – and the castle has been 
renowned all over Europe ever since. Count Miklós 
Zrínyi and his Hungarian and Croatian warriors 
are synonymous with the stoic defence against 
the Turks. The castle was built by Oszvald Szigeti 
in the early 15th century before passing to Bálint 
Török, who also features in Gárdonyi’s Eclipse 
of the Crescent Moon. From 1543, Szigetvár 
became the most important border fortress in the 
South Transdanubia region and it was only after 
a protracted siege that the Turkish army was able 
to overcome Zrínyi’s gallant men. It is said that 
when Zrínyi started preparations for the imminent 
siege, the entire wall collapsed despite the best 
efforts of his masons. At this point, one of the 

soldiers suggested catching the golden hen living 
in the swampland around the castle and building 
it into the wall to keep it steady. Zrínyi followed 
the recommendation and the wall withstood the 
battering from the Turkish cannons. Legend has it, 
the golden hen lives on in one of the secret cavities 
of the castle wall and continues to lay golden eggs 
to this day. Many a treasure seeker has tried to fi nd 
it, but without success. The castle did not have a 
role to play in the war of independence and was 
passed into the ownership of Count Andrássy.

Today, the castle stands in large landscaped 
grounds and houses a historical museum, including 
the remains of Suleiman the Magnifi cent’s djami. 
Visitors can browse through Hungarian and Turkish 
weapons and cannonballs from the famous siege, 
as well as aristocratic dress and military uniforms 
of the day.

The recently opened Hungarian-Turkish Friendship 
Park containing large statues of both Suleiman and 
Zrínyi on the edge of the grounds and the beautifully 
renovated main square and side streets of the small 
town of Szigetvár come highly recommended, 
particularly the Roman Catholic church adapted 
from the former Turkish djami.

Standing on a lonely rocky outcrop overlooking Lake 
Balaton, the attractive Szigliget Castle was built by 
Abbot Favus from 1260 to 1262. From the middle of 
the 16th century, the fortress guarded the border to 
the Balaton Uplands and was never captured by the 
Turks. Sadly, the castle was struck by lightening and 
burnt to the ground at the end of the 17th century.

The interesting story connected to the castle is that 
of Pál Szentgyörgyi, the old master of the castle 
who was lamed by the injuries sustained in battle 
and needed the care of the pretty Ilka. The old man 
would have liked her to marry his son Gábor, but the 
boy was called into battle and the master of a nearby 
castle returned from war and took a shining to Ilka but 
was rejected. He was so enraged at his subsequent 
rejection that he struck Szentgyörgyi and killed him. 
The son returned and challenged the murderer to a 
duel and, with a well timed blow, severed his hand 

Details:

Szigliget, Kisfaludy u. 26.
Tel.: (+36‐20) 212‐9346
www.szigliget.hu

Opening hours
March 15 – October 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Szigliget B5

Szigliget
Castle

as it still gripped the sword. Revenge having been 
served, the young couple was happily married.

The castle has recently been restored and its tower 
continues to offer stunning views of Lake Balaton, 
Mount Badacsony and the Balaton Uplands. 
Having visited the castle, it is worth taking in the 
Mediterranean atmosphere of the old village below 
with its cobbled streets and ancient wine cellars. 
Visitors should also sample the soothing silence 
of the Baroque chapel, drop in on Hungary’s only 
thatched country house and stroll through the park 
to the old Eszterházy Castle.

Szigliget also hosts a number of special events 
during the year, including the pike-perch festival and 
the Szigliget Summer Days.

Szigetvár
Castle, Castle Museum
Details:
Szigetvár, Vár u. 19.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐73) 311‐442,
(+36‐30) 947‐7287
szigetvarivar@enternet.hu
www.szigetvarivar.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – November 30
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Szigetvár C7

The ancient Sümeg Castle is built on top of a rocky 
mountain that towers above the surrounding fl at 
countryside, making it visible from miles around. 
The fortress was built in the 13th century by the 
bishop of Veszprém, never succumbed to the 
Turkish armies and was made the seat of the 
bishopric in 1552.

During Rákóczi’s war of independence, it became 
one of the most important strategic Kuruc 
positions in the Transdanubia region, but by the 
mid 18th century, records state that it had fallen 
into disrepair. Although the poet Sándor Kisfaludy, 
famous for recounting the myths and legends 
of the castles to the north of Lake Balaton, lived 

Details:
Sümeg, Várhegy
Tel./Fax: (+36‐87) 550‐166
sales@hotelkapitany.hu
programmanager@hotelkapitany.hu
www.sumegvar.hu 

Opening hours:
April, May, September, October:
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
June: Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
July, August: Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Sümeg B5

Sümeg
Castle, Castle Museum

here, it is interesting that he never wrote about 
his local castle. Particularly considering the many 
tales about the Sümeg fortress, which for a long 
time was thought to have been built in the time of 
Koppány, one of the fi rst Hungarian rulers.

Some thought the castle was built by the knights 
of the order of the church, while others believe 
King Béla IV stayed the night at the castle as he 
fl ed from defeat at the hands of the Tatars on 
the banks of the River Sajó. And then there are 
the usual stories of secret tunnels and glittering 
treasure.

The castle now hosts a historical exhibition 
featuring armour, weaponry and waxwork fi gures, 
but its biggest attractions are the tournaments 
and banquets running throughout the summer. 
The events take place in the Knights’ Arena at the 
foot of the hill or in the castle’s covered hall and 
feature skilled exponents of historical sports, such 
as archery, jousting, axe- and spear-throwing, in 
authentic period dress.

The Baroque centre of the small town also boast 
several sights, such as the exhibition at the 
bishop’s palace, the Roman Catholic church with 
its Maulbertsch frescoes, the town museum and 
the geological collection at the nearby ancient 
quartz mine.

The town of Szerencs is the gateway to the 
Tokaj-Hegyalja wine region, a World Heritage 
Site. The castle was constructed from the ruins 
of a Benedictine monastery in 1556 by Tokaj 
castle commander Ferenc Némethy. The late 
Renaissance castle was occupied by a general of 
one of King Miksa’s armies in 1565.

A story from the Turkish occupation is still told 
today: The people of Szerencs were once 
harvesting grapes in one of the nearby vineyards 
when they were ambushed by Turkish cavalry. 
There was enough time to hide the children, and 
the men and women grabbed stakes from the fi eld 
to drive away the enemy. A brave woman named 

Details:
Szerencs, Rákóczi‐vár, Huszárvár u. 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐47) 362‐842 
muzeum@szerencs.hu
zemplenimuz@hermuz.hu
www.hermuz.hu/zemplen.htm
www.szerencs.hu

Opening hours:
Weekdays 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Szerencs G2

Szerencs
Castle, Zemplén Museum,
Municipal Cultural Centre

Ágnes fought off the Turks and leapt onto a horse 
to summon help from the castle. The Hungarian 
soldiers arrived in time to see off the Turks, who 
did not forget the Szerencs harvest in a hurry.

In the late 16th century, the castle at Szerencs 
came into the possession of the Rákóczi family, 
but it did not play any military role in the war of 
independence. The fortress was converted into a 
castle residence by the noble Szimay family in the 
18th century.

Today, the Zemplén Museum operates in one wing 
of the castle and contains a collection of no less 
than 900,000 postcards, as well as a collection of 
36,000 bookplates – the designs attached to the 
inside covers of books to indicate their owners.

The Gothic Reformation church in Szerencs is the 
last resting place of Zsigmond Rákóczi and the 
sweet museum in the city’s sugar factory is one 
of just three in the world. In addition to revealing 
the secrets of sugar production through the ages, 
it also showcases 800 sweet wrappers gathered 
from 48 countries on fi ve continents.
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The walls of the Szigetvár Castle bear witness to 
one of the most heroic military battles in Hungarian 
history in 1566 – and the castle has been 
renowned all over Europe ever since. Count Miklós 
Zrínyi and his Hungarian and Croatian warriors 
are synonymous with the stoic defence against 
the Turks. The castle was built by Oszvald Szigeti 
in the early 15th century before passing to Bálint 
Török, who also features in Gárdonyi’s Eclipse 
of the Crescent Moon. From 1543, Szigetvár 
became the most important border fortress in the 
South Transdanubia region and it was only after 
a protracted siege that the Turkish army was able 
to overcome Zrínyi’s gallant men. It is said that 
when Zrínyi started preparations for the imminent 
siege, the entire wall collapsed despite the best 
efforts of his masons. At this point, one of the 

soldiers suggested catching the golden hen living 
in the swampland around the castle and building 
it into the wall to keep it steady. Zrínyi followed 
the recommendation and the wall withstood the 
battering from the Turkish cannons. Legend has it, 
the golden hen lives on in one of the secret cavities 
of the castle wall and continues to lay golden eggs 
to this day. Many a treasure seeker has tried to fi nd 
it, but without success. The castle did not have a 
role to play in the war of independence and was 
passed into the ownership of Count Andrássy.

Today, the castle stands in large landscaped 
grounds and houses a historical museum, including 
the remains of Suleiman the Magnifi cent’s djami. 
Visitors can browse through Hungarian and Turkish 
weapons and cannonballs from the famous siege, 
as well as aristocratic dress and military uniforms 
of the day.

The recently opened Hungarian-Turkish Friendship 
Park containing large statues of both Suleiman and 
Zrínyi on the edge of the grounds and the beautifully 
renovated main square and side streets of the small 
town of Szigetvár come highly recommended, 
particularly the Roman Catholic church adapted 
from the former Turkish djami.

Standing on a lonely rocky outcrop overlooking Lake 
Balaton, the attractive Szigliget Castle was built by 
Abbot Favus from 1260 to 1262. From the middle of 
the 16th century, the fortress guarded the border to 
the Balaton Uplands and was never captured by the 
Turks. Sadly, the castle was struck by lightening and 
burnt to the ground at the end of the 17th century.

The interesting story connected to the castle is that 
of Pál Szentgyörgyi, the old master of the castle 
who was lamed by the injuries sustained in battle 
and needed the care of the pretty Ilka. The old man 
would have liked her to marry his son Gábor, but the 
boy was called into battle and the master of a nearby 
castle returned from war and took a shining to Ilka but 
was rejected. He was so enraged at his subsequent 
rejection that he struck Szentgyörgyi and killed him. 
The son returned and challenged the murderer to a 
duel and, with a well timed blow, severed his hand 

Details:

Szigliget, Kisfaludy u. 26.
Tel.: (+36‐20) 212‐9346
www.szigliget.hu

Opening hours
March 15 – October 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Szigliget B5

Szigliget
Castle

as it still gripped the sword. Revenge having been 
served, the young couple was happily married.

The castle has recently been restored and its tower 
continues to offer stunning views of Lake Balaton, 
Mount Badacsony and the Balaton Uplands. 
Having visited the castle, it is worth taking in the 
Mediterranean atmosphere of the old village below 
with its cobbled streets and ancient wine cellars. 
Visitors should also sample the soothing silence 
of the Baroque chapel, drop in on Hungary’s only 
thatched country house and stroll through the park 
to the old Eszterházy Castle.

Szigliget also hosts a number of special events 
during the year, including the pike-perch festival and 
the Szigliget Summer Days.

Szigetvár
Castle, Castle Museum
Details:
Szigetvár, Vár u. 19.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐73) 311‐442,
(+36‐30) 947‐7287
szigetvarivar@enternet.hu
www.szigetvarivar.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – November 30
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Szigetvár C7

The ancient Sümeg Castle is built on top of a rocky 
mountain that towers above the surrounding fl at 
countryside, making it visible from miles around. 
The fortress was built in the 13th century by the 
bishop of Veszprém, never succumbed to the 
Turkish armies and was made the seat of the 
bishopric in 1552.

During Rákóczi’s war of independence, it became 
one of the most important strategic Kuruc 
positions in the Transdanubia region, but by the 
mid 18th century, records state that it had fallen 
into disrepair. Although the poet Sándor Kisfaludy, 
famous for recounting the myths and legends 
of the castles to the north of Lake Balaton, lived 

Details:
Sümeg, Várhegy
Tel./Fax: (+36‐87) 550‐166
sales@hotelkapitany.hu
programmanager@hotelkapitany.hu
www.sumegvar.hu 

Opening hours:
April, May, September, October:
Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
June: Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
July, August: Mon.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Sümeg B5

Sümeg
Castle, Castle Museum

here, it is interesting that he never wrote about 
his local castle. Particularly considering the many 
tales about the Sümeg fortress, which for a long 
time was thought to have been built in the time of 
Koppány, one of the fi rst Hungarian rulers.

Some thought the castle was built by the knights 
of the order of the church, while others believe 
King Béla IV stayed the night at the castle as he 
fl ed from defeat at the hands of the Tatars on 
the banks of the River Sajó. And then there are 
the usual stories of secret tunnels and glittering 
treasure.

The castle now hosts a historical exhibition 
featuring armour, weaponry and waxwork fi gures, 
but its biggest attractions are the tournaments 
and banquets running throughout the summer. 
The events take place in the Knights’ Arena at the 
foot of the hill or in the castle’s covered hall and 
feature skilled exponents of historical sports, such 
as archery, jousting, axe- and spear-throwing, in 
authentic period dress.

The Baroque centre of the small town also boast 
several sights, such as the exhibition at the 
bishop’s palace, the Roman Catholic church with 
its Maulbertsch frescoes, the town museum and 
the geological collection at the nearby ancient 
quartz mine.

The town of Szerencs is the gateway to the 
Tokaj-Hegyalja wine region, a World Heritage 
Site. The castle was constructed from the ruins 
of a Benedictine monastery in 1556 by Tokaj 
castle commander Ferenc Némethy. The late 
Renaissance castle was occupied by a general of 
one of King Miksa’s armies in 1565.

A story from the Turkish occupation is still told 
today: The people of Szerencs were once 
harvesting grapes in one of the nearby vineyards 
when they were ambushed by Turkish cavalry. 
There was enough time to hide the children, and 
the men and women grabbed stakes from the fi eld 
to drive away the enemy. A brave woman named 

Details:
Szerencs, Rákóczi‐vár, Huszárvár u. 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐47) 362‐842 
muzeum@szerencs.hu
zemplenimuz@hermuz.hu
www.hermuz.hu/zemplen.htm
www.szerencs.hu

Opening hours:
Weekdays 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Szerencs G2

Szerencs
Castle, Zemplén Museum,
Municipal Cultural Centre

Ágnes fought off the Turks and leapt onto a horse 
to summon help from the castle. The Hungarian 
soldiers arrived in time to see off the Turks, who 
did not forget the Szerencs harvest in a hurry.

In the late 16th century, the castle at Szerencs 
came into the possession of the Rákóczi family, 
but it did not play any military role in the war of 
independence. The fortress was converted into a 
castle residence by the noble Szimay family in the 
18th century.

Today, the Zemplén Museum operates in one wing 
of the castle and contains a collection of no less 
than 900,000 postcards, as well as a collection of 
36,000 bookplates – the designs attached to the 
inside covers of books to indicate their owners.

The Gothic Reformation church in Szerencs is the 
last resting place of Zsigmond Rákóczi and the 
sweet museum in the city’s sugar factory is one 
of just three in the world. In addition to revealing 
the secrets of sugar production through the ages, 
it also showcases 800 sweet wrappers gathered 
from 48 countries on fi ve continents.
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The highly photogenic castle overlooks the Old Lake 
in Tata, a town said to have been named after Count 
Deofatus, whom Hungary’s fi rst king Saint István 
affectionately referred to as Tata. As Deodatus built 
a Benedictine monastery here, the town was also 
given the name.

An old legend lives on about the Old Lake, too. 
When enemy forces stormed the town, the sexton 
revealed to them where the treasures of the church 
were hidden. But when they set about digging up 
the riches, the area suddenly transformed into a 
bottomless lake, swallowing them whole.

Details:
Tata, Váralja u. 3.
Tel.: (+36‐34) 381‐251 
muzeum@kunymuzeum.hu
www.kunymuzeum.hu

Opening hours:
May 1 – October 15
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
October 16 – April 30
Wed.‐Fri.: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sat.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Tata CD3

Tata
Castle, Castle Museum

The castle was built in the second half of the 14th 
century by the Lackfi  family. In 1397, it became a 
royal castle and Kings Zsigmond and Mátyás both 
enjoyed spending time within its walls. During the 
Turkish occupation, the fortress changed hands 
no less than eight times, before being returned to 
Hungary for the last time in 1683. For a time in the 
18th century, the Eszterházy family lived in the castle 
until a considerably more luxurious palace was built, 
also on the waterfront. The hall in the castle museum 
still contains the knight-shaped tiled fi replace.

The small town is considered one of the jewels in the 
crown of the Transdanubia region with something to 
catch the eye on almost every corner, such as the 
centuries-old ambiance of the Capuchin Church, the 
former palace of the Eszterházy family, the enormous 
English Park and its palm house, the delightful water 
mills and the open-air geological museum.

The biggest event in the Tata calendar is the tapping 
of the lake every autumn to allow it to be used as 
picture-perfect ice rink in the winter months. In 2009, 
the highly successful summer Water, Music and 
Flowers Festival will be complemented for the fi rst 
time by the Ice, Music and Frost Festival.

Visegrád, easily accessible from Budapest by car, 
train and even boat, is situated in one of Hungary’s 
most beautiful locations, the famous Danube Bend. 
The castle on the cliff top above the Danube is also 
among the country’s most picturesque, while the 
royal palace at the foot of the hill ranks among the 
fi nest surviving buildings from the Renaissance 
period. The citadel and tower beneath it were built 
following the Tatar onslaught of 1241-42 and there 
are a great many interesting stories attached to the 
site. The most fearsome was the attempt on the lives 
of King Charles I and his family by Felician Zach, 
who was immediately slain, along with his family. 
In 1386, successor to the throne King Charles II of 
Naples was also murdered in Visegrád. And in 1440, 
the crown was stolen from the Visegrád citadel in 

Details:
Visegrád, Burgberg
Tel.: (+36‐26) 598‐082
Fax: (+36‐26) 598‐084 
info@visegradmuzeum.hu
www.visegradmuzeum.hu

Opening hours (castle):
May 1 – October 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
November 1 – April 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Visegrád D3

Visegrád
Citadel, Castle Museum

artful fashion by lady of the court Ilona Kottaner on 
behalf of the widow of King Albert, who wished to 
later crown her unborn child, László V, with it.

The extensive fortress now contains a museum 
with a variety of interesting exhibitions introducing 
the turbulent history of the castle, as well as 
reconstructed models of the castle, a display 
charting the history of the Hungarian crown, and a 
hunting and fi shing exhibition. Visitors can recover 
from the hike to the top of the hill by enjoying the 
breathtaking panorama of the thickly forested Pilis 
and Börzsöny Hills with the Danube winding between 
them. The palace on the riverbank was erected by 
Charles Robert and converted in the Renaissance 
style by King Mátyás, earning the highest praise of 
Europe’s top dignitaries of the day. Some parts of the 
palace have been restored in recent years and now 
contain an example of a royal kitchen in the time of 
King Mátyás and an interior from the age of King 
Zsigmond, as well as a pleasant café. 

Other sights include the exhibitions in the Solomon 
Tower, the Renaissance restaurant on the banks of 
the Danube – where period costume is available for 
hire on special occasions – and the thermal baths 
at Lepence. There is even a summer bob-sled track 
for  children. It is also worth checking the broad 
programme of events and festivals throughout the 
year, including the International Palace Games and 
Renaissance Days.
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The most attractive castle within the borders of 
Budapest is to be found in Nagytétény, making it the 
perfect destination for a short day-trip. Báron György 
Száraz built the Baroque-style castle in 1716 making 
use of the ruins of a medieval fortress on the site. His 
son-in-law Baron József Rudnyánszky then rebuilt 
the residence, completing work in 1778.

The curved gables of the extravagant late-Baroque 
castle are decorated by stone vases and sculptures, 
while the facade is characterised by ledges, 
columns and openings that create striking effects of 
light and shadow. The centre of the building rises 
into a domed mansard roof with twin family crests 
on its gable. The imposing castle is complemented 
by a statue park and a French garden laid out in 
geometric patterns, both of which are open to the 

Details:
Budapest, Kastélypark u. 9‐11.
Tel.: (+36‐1) 207‐0005/102
Fax: (+36‐1) 207‐4680
info@nagytetenyi.hu
www.nagytetenyi.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Budapest–Nagytétény D4

Budapest–Nagytétény
Száraz‐Rudnyányszky Castle, 
Nagytétény Castle Museum

public. By the early 19th century, the castle had been 
divided into sections owned by the Szentgyörgyi-
Horváth, Count Hugonnai, Nedeczky and Count 
Montbach families respectively. Countess Vilma 
Hugonnai, Hungary’s fi rst female doctor, was born 
in the building in 1847. When she learned that the 
universities of Switzerland had opened their doors to 
women, she enrolled at the medical faculty in Zurich. 
On her return, she made great steps to advance 
health education in Hungary, and is still celebrated 
by feminists to this day.

The beautifully restored rooms of the castle now 
house a permanent exhibition of the history of 
furniture from the 14th to the 19th centuries on 
behalf of the Budapest Museum of Applied Arts. 
The museum is unique in Europe for chronicling the 
artisan era of furniture production from the Gothic 
to the Biedermeier. The 27 rooms of the building 
contain some 300 items and sets of furniture, as 
well as ceramic fi replaces, wall and fl oor carpets, 
chandeliers and paintings.

The castle also offers costumed tours, room hire 
and a venue for wedding photography, as well as an 
enticing calendar of events, such as its Christmas 
festival.

The Madách House is located in the small village 
of Csesztve nestled between the beautiful Cserhát 
Hills. The building was constructed in the Baroque 
style in the late 18th century and later came into the 
possession of the Madách family by marriage. The 
famous writer, poet, lawyer and politician lived in 
Csesztve from 1844 to 1853.

Madách is the greatest fi gure in Hungarian literature 
of the 19th century, completing his greatest work, 
The Tragedy of Man in 1960. After serving as 
commissioner of Nógrád County during the 1848-49 
war of independence, he harboured János Rákóczy, 
the secretary to deposed Regent-President Lajos 
Kossuth, and was arrested and sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment in 1852. In 1861, he was elected 
to parliament, but died prematurely three years later.

The building took on its late-Classicist form in 1864 
under the ownership of Károly Madách. The house 
now contains the Imre Madách Memorial Museum 
celebrating the life and work of the famous artist with 
a collection of his manuscripts and a room displaying 
his furniture and personal effects – including his 
cradle.

The protected park behind the house explains why 
Madách always considered Csesztve to be an island 
of harmony and tranquillity. The large tree under which 
the writer frequently sat is still standing even today.

The rolling landscape of the Cserhát Hills makes the 
surrounding area ideal hiking and cycling country, 
with the onion-domed church of Mohora and the town 
of Balassagyarmat among the unmissable sights.

Csesztve
Madách House,
Imre Madách Memorial Museum
Details:
Csesztve, Kossuth u. 76.
Tel: (+36‐32) 310‐140,
(+36‐20) 423‐2188
madach.csesztve@museum.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Csesztve E2

Palace museumsHungary
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The highly photogenic castle overlooks the Old Lake 
in Tata, a town said to have been named after Count 
Deofatus, whom Hungary’s fi rst king Saint István 
affectionately referred to as Tata. As Deodatus built 
a Benedictine monastery here, the town was also 
given the name.

An old legend lives on about the Old Lake, too. 
When enemy forces stormed the town, the sexton 
revealed to them where the treasures of the church 
were hidden. But when they set about digging up 
the riches, the area suddenly transformed into a 
bottomless lake, swallowing them whole.

Details:
Tata, Váralja u. 3.
Tel.: (+36‐34) 381‐251 
muzeum@kunymuzeum.hu
www.kunymuzeum.hu

Opening hours:
May 1 – October 15
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
October 16 – April 30
Wed.‐Fri.: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sat.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Tata CD3

Tata
Castle, Castle Museum

The castle was built in the second half of the 14th 
century by the Lackfi  family. In 1397, it became a 
royal castle and Kings Zsigmond and Mátyás both 
enjoyed spending time within its walls. During the 
Turkish occupation, the fortress changed hands 
no less than eight times, before being returned to 
Hungary for the last time in 1683. For a time in the 
18th century, the Eszterházy family lived in the castle 
until a considerably more luxurious palace was built, 
also on the waterfront. The hall in the castle museum 
still contains the knight-shaped tiled fi replace.

The small town is considered one of the jewels in the 
crown of the Transdanubia region with something to 
catch the eye on almost every corner, such as the 
centuries-old ambiance of the Capuchin Church, the 
former palace of the Eszterházy family, the enormous 
English Park and its palm house, the delightful water 
mills and the open-air geological museum.

The biggest event in the Tata calendar is the tapping 
of the lake every autumn to allow it to be used as 
picture-perfect ice rink in the winter months. In 2009, 
the highly successful summer Water, Music and 
Flowers Festival will be complemented for the fi rst 
time by the Ice, Music and Frost Festival.

Visegrád, easily accessible from Budapest by car, 
train and even boat, is situated in one of Hungary’s 
most beautiful locations, the famous Danube Bend. 
The castle on the cliff top above the Danube is also 
among the country’s most picturesque, while the 
royal palace at the foot of the hill ranks among the 
fi nest surviving buildings from the Renaissance 
period. The citadel and tower beneath it were built 
following the Tatar onslaught of 1241-42 and there 
are a great many interesting stories attached to the 
site. The most fearsome was the attempt on the lives 
of King Charles I and his family by Felician Zach, 
who was immediately slain, along with his family. 
In 1386, successor to the throne King Charles II of 
Naples was also murdered in Visegrád. And in 1440, 
the crown was stolen from the Visegrád citadel in 

Details:
Visegrád, Burgberg
Tel.: (+36‐26) 598‐082
Fax: (+36‐26) 598‐084 
info@visegradmuzeum.hu
www.visegradmuzeum.hu

Opening hours (castle):
May 1 – October 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
November 1 – April 30.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Visegrád D3

Visegrád
Citadel, Castle Museum

artful fashion by lady of the court Ilona Kottaner on 
behalf of the widow of King Albert, who wished to 
later crown her unborn child, László V, with it.

The extensive fortress now contains a museum 
with a variety of interesting exhibitions introducing 
the turbulent history of the castle, as well as 
reconstructed models of the castle, a display 
charting the history of the Hungarian crown, and a 
hunting and fi shing exhibition. Visitors can recover 
from the hike to the top of the hill by enjoying the 
breathtaking panorama of the thickly forested Pilis 
and Börzsöny Hills with the Danube winding between 
them. The palace on the riverbank was erected by 
Charles Robert and converted in the Renaissance 
style by King Mátyás, earning the highest praise of 
Europe’s top dignitaries of the day. Some parts of the 
palace have been restored in recent years and now 
contain an example of a royal kitchen in the time of 
King Mátyás and an interior from the age of King 
Zsigmond, as well as a pleasant café. 

Other sights include the exhibitions in the Solomon 
Tower, the Renaissance restaurant on the banks of 
the Danube – where period costume is available for 
hire on special occasions – and the thermal baths 
at Lepence. There is even a summer bob-sled track 
for  children. It is also worth checking the broad 
programme of events and festivals throughout the 
year, including the International Palace Games and 
Renaissance Days.

12  13

The most attractive castle within the borders of 
Budapest is to be found in Nagytétény, making it the 
perfect destination for a short day-trip. Báron György 
Száraz built the Baroque-style castle in 1716 making 
use of the ruins of a medieval fortress on the site. His 
son-in-law Baron József Rudnyánszky then rebuilt 
the residence, completing work in 1778.

The curved gables of the extravagant late-Baroque 
castle are decorated by stone vases and sculptures, 
while the facade is characterised by ledges, 
columns and openings that create striking effects of 
light and shadow. The centre of the building rises 
into a domed mansard roof with twin family crests 
on its gable. The imposing castle is complemented 
by a statue park and a French garden laid out in 
geometric patterns, both of which are open to the 

Details:
Budapest, Kastélypark u. 9‐11.
Tel.: (+36‐1) 207‐0005/102
Fax: (+36‐1) 207‐4680
info@nagytetenyi.hu
www.nagytetenyi.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Budapest–Nagytétény D4

Budapest–Nagytétény
Száraz‐Rudnyányszky Castle, 
Nagytétény Castle Museum

public. By the early 19th century, the castle had been 
divided into sections owned by the Szentgyörgyi-
Horváth, Count Hugonnai, Nedeczky and Count 
Montbach families respectively. Countess Vilma 
Hugonnai, Hungary’s fi rst female doctor, was born 
in the building in 1847. When she learned that the 
universities of Switzerland had opened their doors to 
women, she enrolled at the medical faculty in Zurich. 
On her return, she made great steps to advance 
health education in Hungary, and is still celebrated 
by feminists to this day.

The beautifully restored rooms of the castle now 
house a permanent exhibition of the history of 
furniture from the 14th to the 19th centuries on 
behalf of the Budapest Museum of Applied Arts. 
The museum is unique in Europe for chronicling the 
artisan era of furniture production from the Gothic 
to the Biedermeier. The 27 rooms of the building 
contain some 300 items and sets of furniture, as 
well as ceramic fi replaces, wall and fl oor carpets, 
chandeliers and paintings.

The castle also offers costumed tours, room hire 
and a venue for wedding photography, as well as an 
enticing calendar of events, such as its Christmas 
festival.

The Madách House is located in the small village 
of Csesztve nestled between the beautiful Cserhát 
Hills. The building was constructed in the Baroque 
style in the late 18th century and later came into the 
possession of the Madách family by marriage. The 
famous writer, poet, lawyer and politician lived in 
Csesztve from 1844 to 1853.

Madách is the greatest fi gure in Hungarian literature 
of the 19th century, completing his greatest work, 
The Tragedy of Man in 1960. After serving as 
commissioner of Nógrád County during the 1848-49 
war of independence, he harboured János Rákóczy, 
the secretary to deposed Regent-President Lajos 
Kossuth, and was arrested and sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment in 1852. In 1861, he was elected 
to parliament, but died prematurely three years later.

The building took on its late-Classicist form in 1864 
under the ownership of Károly Madách. The house 
now contains the Imre Madách Memorial Museum 
celebrating the life and work of the famous artist with 
a collection of his manuscripts and a room displaying 
his furniture and personal effects – including his 
cradle.

The protected park behind the house explains why 
Madách always considered Csesztve to be an island 
of harmony and tranquillity. The large tree under which 
the writer frequently sat is still standing even today.

The rolling landscape of the Cserhát Hills makes the 
surrounding area ideal hiking and cycling country, 
with the onion-domed church of Mohora and the town 
of Balassagyarmat among the unmissable sights.

Csesztve
Madách House,
Imre Madách Memorial Museum
Details:
Csesztve, Kossuth u. 76.
Tel: (+36‐32) 310‐140,
(+36‐20) 423‐2188
madach.csesztve@museum.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Csesztve E2
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The Wimpffen Castle, home to the Hungarian 
Museum of Geography, is located in the centre of 
Érd, a suburb of Budapest. The core of the museum 
is inherited from the Pelikán guest house built by 
Prince Fülöp Batthyány-Strattmann that has stood 
since 1845.
The guest house almost certainly received its name 
from the animal featured on the Batthyány family 
crest. During the 1848-49 war of independence, 
top-ranking Austrian military offi cers stayed here, 
as well as mourners guarding the earthly remains 
of culture minister Baron Eötvös József. And it 
was after breakfast at the castle that Count Gyula 
Andrássy appointed Tivadar Pauler as his new 
minister of culture. Baron Sina and Count Wimpffen 
later owned the property, the latter converting it into 
an old-fashioned castle in 1884.

Details:
Érd, Budai út 4.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐23) 363‐036
foldrajzi.muzeum@vivamail.hu
www.foldrajzimuzeum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a‐m. – 6 p.m.

Érd D4

Érd
Wimpffen Castle,
Hungarian Geography Museum  

Today, the former residence of the count is a museum 
revisiting a variety of topics, including Hungarian 
explorers and the scientists of the Carpathian Basin. 
Artefacts from Hungary’s famous Asian explorers 
are also held here, including those of Sándor Kőrösi 
Csoma, inventor of Tibetology and author of the fi rst 
Tibeti-English dictionary, African explorers László 
Magyar and Sámuel Teleki, discoverer of Lakes 
Rudolf (Turkana) and Stefania (Chew Bahir). Relics 
from the Sahara exploration of The English Patient 
László Almásy and hunting trophies of statesman 
Zsigmond Széchenyi are also kept here.

Érd also boasts a Turkish minaret, a Baroque chapel 
and a monument featuring 12 bells capable of 
playing 45 melodies.
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Work on Hungary’s largest and most extravagant 
palace was begun by Count József Eszterházy in 
the Baroque style in 1720. The 126-room, horseshoe-
shaped building took on its present form in the years 
between 1760 and 1770 at the behest of Prince 
Miklós Eszterházy.

The Rococo palace complex now serves a wide 
variety of purposes, among them opera house, 
puppet theatre, music hall, French garden and 
English park. Eszterházy court composer Joseph 
Haydn spent 25 years, around half of his productive 

Details:
Fertôd, Joseph Haydn u. 2.
Tel.: (+36‐99) 537‐640 
Fax: (+36‐99) 537‐642
mag@mag.hu,
eszterhaza@t‐online.hu
www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
March 15 – October 31
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 2 – March 14
Fri.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Guided tours in Hungarian,
English and German

Fertôd B3

Fertôd–Eszterháza 
Eszterházy Castle, Castle Museum

life, in Eszterháza, writing some of his most 
famous works at the palace, including the Farewell 
Symphony. During this period, Eszterháza was one 
of the centres of European musical life and Haydn 
clearly felt at home here, once writing, “I wish to live 
and die in the service of His Highness the Prince.”

Today, the former residence and its lavishly decorated 
rooms are open to the public with furniture, mirrors, 
chandeliers and statues providing a glimpse into the 
height of the Rococo design movement.

Complete restoration is currently in progress, but 
the palace remains open to visitors. A taste of the 
celebrated Eszterházy cake in the palace café is a 
must, while music lovers can enjoy a full programme 
of events, opera performances and concerts, as well 
as the annual Haydn festival. The festival in 2009 
promises to be extra special as it marks 200 years 
since the composer’s death.

After visiting the castle, it is worth exploring the 
outstanding natural beauty of Lake Fertő and the 
Fertő-Hanság National Park, part of a UNESCO 
World Heritage site extending across the border into 
Austria.

One of the country’s largest landscaped English 
gardens provides a setting for the attractive Károlyi 
Castle in Füzérradvány. The site was formerly 
occupied by a town house fi rst mentioned in offi cial 
records in 1626. The Károlyi family acquired the 
estate in 1686, which it leased out for many years. 
The house, which records from 1702 state had fallen 
into disrepair, was renovated by the leaseholders.

Today’s neo-Renaissance-style castle was construc-
ted from the plans of well known architect Miklós Ybl 
by Ede Károly from 1857 to 1877. The palace was 
later to become Hungary’s fi rst castle hotel, with the 
idea thought to come from Mária Windisch Graetz, 
wife of István Károlyi.

The luxury hotel opened its gates on May 8, 1938 
and was remarkably profi table until 1945, and then 

Details:
Füzérradvány, Kossuth L. u. 4/a
Tel./Fax: (+36‐47) 370‐078
mag@mag.hu
www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 30.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6.30 p.m.

Füzérradvány H1

Füzérradvány
Károlyi Castle

again following World War II from 1946 to 1948, 
when the popular hotel and its antique furniture were 
seized by the state.

Today, the former residence is managed by the 
National Trust of Monuments and the building 
has been restored in several phases. The castle’s 
exhibitions conjure up the age of aristocracy, 
complete with study, kitchen, the count’s salon, 
bedrooms and a bathroom with a marble tub.

Not far from Füzérradvány, the town of Sátoraljaújhely 
boasts several sights, including its recently 
constructed chairlift, a medieval network of winding 
cellars and Gothic and Baroque churches.

The seven main wings and twin domes of this enormous 
palace are a major stop-off point on the international 
Sissy tour and can be reached from Budapest in just 
20 minutes. Work on the Baroque-style building was 
initiated by Count Antal Grassalkovich in 1735, who 
later expanded and converted the palace in a variety 
of styles. In 1785, a Baroque theatre was even installed 
in the residence.

One of the most memorable events at the famous 
Gödöllő Palace occurred in 1751, when Maria Theresa 
and her husband Francis of Lorraine spent three days 
in Gödöllő on a visit to Buda. Some 20,000 people 
are said to have gathered to see them with young 

noblemen on horseback shielding the royal couple 
from the crowds. The castle grounds were graced 
by 70,000 candles, lighting up the dinner held in the 
banquet hall on the second fl oor. Members of the court 
and international guests were unanimous in agreement 
that they had never experienced hospitality of the kind 
served up by Count Grassalkovich. In 1867, the palace 
passed into state ownership, but it remained the royal 
summer residence until World War I and Queen 
Elizabeth, better known as Sissy, spent more than 
2,000 nights here. Up until World War II, the building 
played host to government offi cials.

The building is now enjoying a new life as a royal castle 
museum, with its lavish rooms sure to leave visitors 
gasping for breath. Points of interest include the study 
of King Franz Joseph I, Queen Elizabeth’s changing 
room and secret ground-fl oor salon, and, of course, 
the genuine Baroque-era toilet.

The palace is also equipped with a well stocked gift 
shop, a café with fi ttings dating back 150 years and 
serving Sissy and Maria Theresa coffees, and a gallery 
of photos from Hungary’s golden age at the turn of the 
20th century. The museum is also an attractive venue 
for events all year round, from classical music festivals 
to the Advent Castle Days.

Gödöllô
Grassalkovich Castle,
Royal Castle Museum
Details:
Gödöllô, Szabadság tér 1.
Tel.: (+36‐28) 410‐124
Fax: (+36‐28) 423‐159
informacio@kiralyikastely.hu
www.kiralyikastely.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
November 1 – March 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Gödöllô E3
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The Wimpffen Castle, home to the Hungarian 
Museum of Geography, is located in the centre of 
Érd, a suburb of Budapest. The core of the museum 
is inherited from the Pelikán guest house built by 
Prince Fülöp Batthyány-Strattmann that has stood 
since 1845.
The guest house almost certainly received its name 
from the animal featured on the Batthyány family 
crest. During the 1848-49 war of independence, 
top-ranking Austrian military offi cers stayed here, 
as well as mourners guarding the earthly remains 
of culture minister Baron Eötvös József. And it 
was after breakfast at the castle that Count Gyula 
Andrássy appointed Tivadar Pauler as his new 
minister of culture. Baron Sina and Count Wimpffen 
later owned the property, the latter converting it into 
an old-fashioned castle in 1884.

Details:
Érd, Budai út 4.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐23) 363‐036
foldrajzi.muzeum@vivamail.hu
www.foldrajzimuzeum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a‐m. – 6 p.m.

Érd D4

Érd
Wimpffen Castle,
Hungarian Geography Museum  

Today, the former residence of the count is a museum 
revisiting a variety of topics, including Hungarian 
explorers and the scientists of the Carpathian Basin. 
Artefacts from Hungary’s famous Asian explorers 
are also held here, including those of Sándor Kőrösi 
Csoma, inventor of Tibetology and author of the fi rst 
Tibeti-English dictionary, African explorers László 
Magyar and Sámuel Teleki, discoverer of Lakes 
Rudolf (Turkana) and Stefania (Chew Bahir). Relics 
from the Sahara exploration of The English Patient 
László Almásy and hunting trophies of statesman 
Zsigmond Széchenyi are also kept here.

Érd also boasts a Turkish minaret, a Baroque chapel 
and a monument featuring 12 bells capable of 
playing 45 melodies.
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Work on Hungary’s largest and most extravagant 
palace was begun by Count József Eszterházy in 
the Baroque style in 1720. The 126-room, horseshoe-
shaped building took on its present form in the years 
between 1760 and 1770 at the behest of Prince 
Miklós Eszterházy.

The Rococo palace complex now serves a wide 
variety of purposes, among them opera house, 
puppet theatre, music hall, French garden and 
English park. Eszterházy court composer Joseph 
Haydn spent 25 years, around half of his productive 

Details:
Fertôd, Joseph Haydn u. 2.
Tel.: (+36‐99) 537‐640 
Fax: (+36‐99) 537‐642
mag@mag.hu,
eszterhaza@t‐online.hu
www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
March 15 – October 31
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 2 – March 14
Fri.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Guided tours in Hungarian,
English and German

Fertôd B3

Fertôd–Eszterháza 
Eszterházy Castle, Castle Museum

life, in Eszterháza, writing some of his most 
famous works at the palace, including the Farewell 
Symphony. During this period, Eszterháza was one 
of the centres of European musical life and Haydn 
clearly felt at home here, once writing, “I wish to live 
and die in the service of His Highness the Prince.”

Today, the former residence and its lavishly decorated 
rooms are open to the public with furniture, mirrors, 
chandeliers and statues providing a glimpse into the 
height of the Rococo design movement.

Complete restoration is currently in progress, but 
the palace remains open to visitors. A taste of the 
celebrated Eszterházy cake in the palace café is a 
must, while music lovers can enjoy a full programme 
of events, opera performances and concerts, as well 
as the annual Haydn festival. The festival in 2009 
promises to be extra special as it marks 200 years 
since the composer’s death.

After visiting the castle, it is worth exploring the 
outstanding natural beauty of Lake Fertő and the 
Fertő-Hanság National Park, part of a UNESCO 
World Heritage site extending across the border into 
Austria.

One of the country’s largest landscaped English 
gardens provides a setting for the attractive Károlyi 
Castle in Füzérradvány. The site was formerly 
occupied by a town house fi rst mentioned in offi cial 
records in 1626. The Károlyi family acquired the 
estate in 1686, which it leased out for many years. 
The house, which records from 1702 state had fallen 
into disrepair, was renovated by the leaseholders.

Today’s neo-Renaissance-style castle was construc-
ted from the plans of well known architect Miklós Ybl 
by Ede Károly from 1857 to 1877. The palace was 
later to become Hungary’s fi rst castle hotel, with the 
idea thought to come from Mária Windisch Graetz, 
wife of István Károlyi.

The luxury hotel opened its gates on May 8, 1938 
and was remarkably profi table until 1945, and then 

Details:
Füzérradvány, Kossuth L. u. 4/a
Tel./Fax: (+36‐47) 370‐078
mag@mag.hu
www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 30.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m. – 6.30 p.m.
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Füzérradvány
Károlyi Castle

again following World War II from 1946 to 1948, 
when the popular hotel and its antique furniture were 
seized by the state.

Today, the former residence is managed by the 
National Trust of Monuments and the building 
has been restored in several phases. The castle’s 
exhibitions conjure up the age of aristocracy, 
complete with study, kitchen, the count’s salon, 
bedrooms and a bathroom with a marble tub.

Not far from Füzérradvány, the town of Sátoraljaújhely 
boasts several sights, including its recently 
constructed chairlift, a medieval network of winding 
cellars and Gothic and Baroque churches.

The seven main wings and twin domes of this enormous 
palace are a major stop-off point on the international 
Sissy tour and can be reached from Budapest in just 
20 minutes. Work on the Baroque-style building was 
initiated by Count Antal Grassalkovich in 1735, who 
later expanded and converted the palace in a variety 
of styles. In 1785, a Baroque theatre was even installed 
in the residence.

One of the most memorable events at the famous 
Gödöllő Palace occurred in 1751, when Maria Theresa 
and her husband Francis of Lorraine spent three days 
in Gödöllő on a visit to Buda. Some 20,000 people 
are said to have gathered to see them with young 

noblemen on horseback shielding the royal couple 
from the crowds. The castle grounds were graced 
by 70,000 candles, lighting up the dinner held in the 
banquet hall on the second fl oor. Members of the court 
and international guests were unanimous in agreement 
that they had never experienced hospitality of the kind 
served up by Count Grassalkovich. In 1867, the palace 
passed into state ownership, but it remained the royal 
summer residence until World War I and Queen 
Elizabeth, better known as Sissy, spent more than 
2,000 nights here. Up until World War II, the building 
played host to government offi cials.

The building is now enjoying a new life as a royal castle 
museum, with its lavish rooms sure to leave visitors 
gasping for breath. Points of interest include the study 
of King Franz Joseph I, Queen Elizabeth’s changing 
room and secret ground-fl oor salon, and, of course, 
the genuine Baroque-era toilet.

The palace is also equipped with a well stocked gift 
shop, a café with fi ttings dating back 150 years and 
serving Sissy and Maria Theresa coffees, and a gallery 
of photos from Hungary’s golden age at the turn of the 
20th century. The museum is also an attractive venue 
for events all year round, from classical music festivals 
to the Advent Castle Days.

Gödöllô
Grassalkovich Castle,
Royal Castle Museum
Details:
Gödöllô, Szabadság tér 1.
Tel.: (+36‐28) 410‐124
Fax: (+36‐28) 423‐159
informacio@kiralyikastely.hu
www.kiralyikastely.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
November 1 – March 31.
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Gödöllô E3
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The recently restored Orczy Palace – and the Mátra 
Museum within its walls – is one of the most popular 
sights in the town of Gyöngyös at the foot of the 
Mátra Hills. The building was erected by Baron Lőrinc 
Orczy in the Baroque style between 1765 and 1770, 
but his family converted the residence to adopt the 
Classicist style in 1826. The palace was passed by 
marriage to Count Szapary, before being acquired 
by Prince Auersperg, Count Westphalen, and fi nally 
the family of Baron Wildberg, which in turn sold it to 
the town in 1937.

A string of famous guests passed through the 
palace, the Russian Czar Alexander I stayed here in 
1814, General Artúr Görgely held a meeting during 
the 1848-49 war of independence, followed, after the 

Details:
Gyöngyös, Kossuth u. 40.
Tel.: (+36‐37) 505‐530
Fax: (+36‐37) 505‐531
matramuzeum@ace.hu
www.matramuzeum.hu

Opening hours:
March 2 – October 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
November 1 – March 1.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Gyöngyös F3

Gyöngyös
Orczy Castle, Mátra Museum

revolution had been crushed just a few weeks later, 
by Prince Ivan Paskievic, commander of the Russian 
forces.

The museum that occupies the building today charts 
the development of hunting by way of a series of 
three-dimensional models and explores the history 
of Gyöngyös. A collection of minerals and fossils 
is also on display, the most notable of which is an 
“life-sized” mammoth skeleton. The mammoth is the 
symbol of the museum – T-shirts bearing the fossils 
are available in the gift shop.

After viewing the castle, take the opportunity to relax 
in the English garden surrounding the castle. There 
is much to see in the town Gyöngyös, too, including 
old churches, Baroque palaces and the Franciscan 
library.

Gyöngyös is also an excellent starting point for 
hiking tours into the Mátra hills and the lookout on 
Kékestető, Hungary’s highest point, the Mátraház 
Forest Reserve and the Sástó Lake in Mátrafüred.
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The house of one of Hungary’s best loved writers 
can be found in Horpács, a pleasant village wedged 
between the Cserhát Hills and the Ipoly River. It is 
said the writer travelled all over Hungary looking for a 
place to settle down. If he saw the house was empty 
and there was no smoke coming from the chimney, 
he would turn his back on the property. If the garden 
did not enjoy the shelter of large trees it was no good 
– but, at the same time, he was afraid of shadows. 
All things considered, it is all the more remarkable 
that he purchased his Horpács estate without ever 
setting eyes on it.

The town house was built by Mikszáth himself, 
borrowing heavily from neo-Classicist design 
elements in 1907. His son, Kálmán the younger, 
provided the plans.

Details:
Horpács, Kossuth Lajos út 2.
Tel.: (+36‐35) 382‐033,
(+36‐30) 7499‐469
mikszath.horpacs@museum.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 2 p.m.

Horpács E3

Horpács
Mikszáth House,
Kálmán Mikszáth Memorial Museum

The building now houses a museum displaying 
the writer’s furniture between the opulent twisting 
columns of the lobby on the ground fl oor, while his 
life and work are celebrated upstairs, including his 
trademark long-stemmed pipe.

The house is surrounded by a small protected 
park and the building is fl anked by a collection 
of photographs of the author, as well as a seated 
sculpture. Mikszáth’s grave can also be found in the 
Horpács cemetery, the nearby Drégely and Nógrád 
castles are worth the climb and the shores of the 
Bánki Lake make a nice place to watch the sun go 
down.

The Körmend Castle near the banks of the Rába 
River was probably built during the time of Árpád, 
although it is fi rst documented in 1459. The 
Batthyány family constructed the core of the palace 
still standing today in 1655 – complete with the four 
wings and round corner turrets.

The castle, damaged during Rákóczy’s war of 
independence, was rebuilt by the Batthyány family 
in 1710 and was then turned into a Baroque-style 
palace in 1730. Prior to World War II, the palace 
was owned by famous eye doctor Prince László 
Batthyány-Strattmann, who treated his patients free 
of charge and spent two-thirds of the income from 
the estate on treating the sick. He carried out 20,000 

operations in Körmend, 6,000 of which were eye 
operations. Known as “the doctor of the poor”, the 
prince was beautifi ed by the Pope in 2003.

Some of the ample halls of the palace are now set 
aside for a museum in honour of the prince, while 
portraits of noblemen adorn the staircase and the 
fl owery Rococo salon pays permanent tribute to the 
Batthyányi family. Rich in interactive elements, the 
exhibition introduces the most infl uential members 
of the famous family through models in authentic 
period dress surrounded by their personal effects 
and documents.

In keeping with the history of the palace, a touch tour 
of copies of Batthyány family relics is also offered 
to blind and sight-impaired visitors. In addition to 
touching the various objects, visitors can try on a 
Baroque wig and the insignia and chain of the order 
of the golden fl eece.

A stroll around the English garden in the palace 
grounds makes a pleasant way to relax, while 
Körmend is also home to Hungary’s only collection of 
historical shoes, including those of Queen Elizabeth 
(Sissy).

Körmend
Batthyány Palace,
Dr. László Batthyány‐Strattmann Museum
Details:
Körmend, Szabadság tér 2‐4.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐94) 410‐425
dbslm@muzeumkormend.t‐online.hu
www.savariamuseum.hu

Opening hours:
November 1 – March 31., Tue.‐Sat:
10 a.m – 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
April 1 – October 31., Tue.‐Sat:
9 a.m – 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

Körmend A5

The Festetics Castle, not far from the shores of 
Lake Balaton, was built by Count Kristóf Festetics 
in 1745. His family expanded the Baroque building 
on several occasions in later years and it was given 
today’s neo-Baroque style by Prince Tasziló Feste-
tics and his English wife Mary Hamilton in 1880.

One of the owners of the palace, György Feste-
tics, founded Europe’s fi rst agriculture university in 
Keszt hely in 1797. The nobleman, known for his 
love of literature and the arts, organised the exu-
berant Helikon festivals at the castle featuring the 
works of contemporary writers and poets.

Details:
Keszthely, Kastély u. 1.
Tel.: (+36‐83) 314‐194
khelikon@freemail.hu
www.helikonkastely.hu

Opening hours:
June 1 – June 30.
Tue.‐Sun: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
July 1 – Aug 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 6 p.m.
September 1 – May 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 5 p.m.

Keszthely B5

Keszthely
Festetics Castle, Helikon Castle Museum

Today, the palace is open to the public and con-
tains painstakingly restored interiors and a library 
of several thousand antique volumes, hunting and 
model railway exhibitions, and a collection of car-
riages and coaches.

The large fountain in front of the palace helps cool 
the grounds in summer and the palace’s function 
room is a popular concert venue. In addition to 
Lake Balaton, the resort town of Keszthely is rich in 
attractions, such as its pedestrian street, the Bala-
ton Museum, several churches and the wooden 
“island baths”.

Palace museumsHungary



www.hungary.com

The recently restored Orczy Palace – and the Mátra 
Museum within its walls – is one of the most popular 
sights in the town of Gyöngyös at the foot of the 
Mátra Hills. The building was erected by Baron Lőrinc 
Orczy in the Baroque style between 1765 and 1770, 
but his family converted the residence to adopt the 
Classicist style in 1826. The palace was passed by 
marriage to Count Szapary, before being acquired 
by Prince Auersperg, Count Westphalen, and fi nally 
the family of Baron Wildberg, which in turn sold it to 
the town in 1937.

A string of famous guests passed through the 
palace, the Russian Czar Alexander I stayed here in 
1814, General Artúr Görgely held a meeting during 
the 1848-49 war of independence, followed, after the 

Details:
Gyöngyös, Kossuth u. 40.
Tel.: (+36‐37) 505‐530
Fax: (+36‐37) 505‐531
matramuzeum@ace.hu
www.matramuzeum.hu

Opening hours:
March 2 – October 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
November 1 – March 1.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Gyöngyös F3

Gyöngyös
Orczy Castle, Mátra Museum

revolution had been crushed just a few weeks later, 
by Prince Ivan Paskievic, commander of the Russian 
forces.

The museum that occupies the building today charts 
the development of hunting by way of a series of 
three-dimensional models and explores the history 
of Gyöngyös. A collection of minerals and fossils 
is also on display, the most notable of which is an 
“life-sized” mammoth skeleton. The mammoth is the 
symbol of the museum – T-shirts bearing the fossils 
are available in the gift shop.

After viewing the castle, take the opportunity to relax 
in the English garden surrounding the castle. There 
is much to see in the town Gyöngyös, too, including 
old churches, Baroque palaces and the Franciscan 
library.

Gyöngyös is also an excellent starting point for 
hiking tours into the Mátra hills and the lookout on 
Kékestető, Hungary’s highest point, the Mátraház 
Forest Reserve and the Sástó Lake in Mátrafüred.
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The house of one of Hungary’s best loved writers 
can be found in Horpács, a pleasant village wedged 
between the Cserhát Hills and the Ipoly River. It is 
said the writer travelled all over Hungary looking for a 
place to settle down. If he saw the house was empty 
and there was no smoke coming from the chimney, 
he would turn his back on the property. If the garden 
did not enjoy the shelter of large trees it was no good 
– but, at the same time, he was afraid of shadows. 
All things considered, it is all the more remarkable 
that he purchased his Horpács estate without ever 
setting eyes on it.

The town house was built by Mikszáth himself, 
borrowing heavily from neo-Classicist design 
elements in 1907. His son, Kálmán the younger, 
provided the plans.

Details:
Horpács, Kossuth Lajos út 2.
Tel.: (+36‐35) 382‐033,
(+36‐30) 7499‐469
mikszath.horpacs@museum.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 2 p.m.

Horpács E3

Horpács
Mikszáth House,
Kálmán Mikszáth Memorial Museum

The building now houses a museum displaying 
the writer’s furniture between the opulent twisting 
columns of the lobby on the ground fl oor, while his 
life and work are celebrated upstairs, including his 
trademark long-stemmed pipe.

The house is surrounded by a small protected 
park and the building is fl anked by a collection 
of photographs of the author, as well as a seated 
sculpture. Mikszáth’s grave can also be found in the 
Horpács cemetery, the nearby Drégely and Nógrád 
castles are worth the climb and the shores of the 
Bánki Lake make a nice place to watch the sun go 
down.

The Körmend Castle near the banks of the Rába 
River was probably built during the time of Árpád, 
although it is fi rst documented in 1459. The 
Batthyány family constructed the core of the palace 
still standing today in 1655 – complete with the four 
wings and round corner turrets.

The castle, damaged during Rákóczy’s war of 
independence, was rebuilt by the Batthyány family 
in 1710 and was then turned into a Baroque-style 
palace in 1730. Prior to World War II, the palace 
was owned by famous eye doctor Prince László 
Batthyány-Strattmann, who treated his patients free 
of charge and spent two-thirds of the income from 
the estate on treating the sick. He carried out 20,000 

operations in Körmend, 6,000 of which were eye 
operations. Known as “the doctor of the poor”, the 
prince was beautifi ed by the Pope in 2003.

Some of the ample halls of the palace are now set 
aside for a museum in honour of the prince, while 
portraits of noblemen adorn the staircase and the 
fl owery Rococo salon pays permanent tribute to the 
Batthyányi family. Rich in interactive elements, the 
exhibition introduces the most infl uential members 
of the famous family through models in authentic 
period dress surrounded by their personal effects 
and documents.

In keeping with the history of the palace, a touch tour 
of copies of Batthyány family relics is also offered 
to blind and sight-impaired visitors. In addition to 
touching the various objects, visitors can try on a 
Baroque wig and the insignia and chain of the order 
of the golden fl eece.

A stroll around the English garden in the palace 
grounds makes a pleasant way to relax, while 
Körmend is also home to Hungary’s only collection of 
historical shoes, including those of Queen Elizabeth 
(Sissy).

Körmend
Batthyány Palace,
Dr. László Batthyány‐Strattmann Museum
Details:
Körmend, Szabadság tér 2‐4.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐94) 410‐425
dbslm@muzeumkormend.t‐online.hu
www.savariamuseum.hu

Opening hours:
November 1 – March 31., Tue.‐Sat:
10 a.m – 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
April 1 – October 31., Tue.‐Sat:
9 a.m – 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

Körmend A5

The Festetics Castle, not far from the shores of 
Lake Balaton, was built by Count Kristóf Festetics 
in 1745. His family expanded the Baroque building 
on several occasions in later years and it was given 
today’s neo-Baroque style by Prince Tasziló Feste-
tics and his English wife Mary Hamilton in 1880.

One of the owners of the palace, György Feste-
tics, founded Europe’s fi rst agriculture university in 
Keszt hely in 1797. The nobleman, known for his 
love of literature and the arts, organised the exu-
berant Helikon festivals at the castle featuring the 
works of contemporary writers and poets.

Details:
Keszthely, Kastély u. 1.
Tel.: (+36‐83) 314‐194
khelikon@freemail.hu
www.helikonkastely.hu

Opening hours:
June 1 – June 30.
Tue.‐Sun: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
July 1 – Aug 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 6 p.m.
September 1 – May 31.
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 5 p.m.

Keszthely B5

Keszthely
Festetics Castle, Helikon Castle Museum

Today, the palace is open to the public and con-
tains painstakingly restored interiors and a library 
of several thousand antique volumes, hunting and 
model railway exhibitions, and a collection of car-
riages and coaches.

The large fountain in front of the palace helps cool 
the grounds in summer and the palace’s function 
room is a popular concert venue. In addition to 
Lake Balaton, the resort town of Keszthely is rich in 
attractions, such as its pedestrian street, the Bala-
ton Museum, several churches and the wooden 
“island baths”.
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Martonvásár, just a short drive from Budapest, is 
the location of one of Hungary’s most beautiful 
neo-Gothic palaces and English gardens. The core 
of the residence was commissioned by Sándor 
Beniczky in the 1730s and it was later extended 
by the family of Count Brunszvik in the 1780s, who 
then converted the building in the 1820s and 30s. 
Around 1875, the building was given an sumptuous 
neo-Gothic facelift, including loopholes, thin turrets 
and pointed arches in the windows designed 
to mimic those of an English castle. The famous 
castle was later purchased by Crown-Price Joseph 
Hapsburg and then renowned brewer Antal Dreher.

Details:
Martonvásár, Brunszvik u. 2.
Tel.: (+36‐22) 569‐500
martonvasar@martonvasar.hu
www.martonvasar.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Fri: 10 a.m‐12 p.m. and
2 p.m.‐4 p.m.
Sat.‐Sun: 10 a.m‐12 p.m. and
2 p.m.‐6 p.m.
Park: Mon.‐Sun.: 8 a.m‐6 p.m.

Martonvásár D4

Martonvásár
Brunszvik Castle,
Beethoven Memorial Museum

While the property was still owned by the Brunszvik 
family, Ludwig van Beethoven visited Martonvásár 
on several occasions to give piano lessons to 
Countesses Teréz and Jozefi n. Speculation still 
abounds as to whether the composer was in 
love with one of the girls, or indeed Countess 
Charlotte, or their cousin Countess Giulietta 
Guicardi. Martonvásár remains the focal point of 
the Beethoven cult in Hungary to this day, with 
the memorial museum in the castle displaying 
countless Beethoven-related artefacts, as well as 
historical items from the Brunszvik family, such as 
the family’s exquisite piano and a locket guarding a 
lock of Beethoven’s hair.

The atmospheric English park around the castle 
features a lake with an island on which Beethoven 
concerts are held by the National Philharmonic 
Orchestra every summer.

In addition to the castle, the town also boasts the 
world’s only nursery school museum in honour 
of Teréz Brunszvik, who founded Hungary’s fi rst 
kindergarten.

Nádasdladány, just a few kilometres from the M7 
motorway connecting Budapest to Lake Balaton, 
is perhaps Hungary’s most attractive neo-Gothic 
castle, built in the style of the famous Tudor 
residences.

The castle was built from 1873 to 76 by Count 
Ferenc Nádásdy incorporating the walls of the 
18th century town house belonging to Count 
Schniedegg. Once completed, the building was 
fi tted with the most modern technologies of the 
day, many of them truly unique. For example, the 
noble family not only used a bell attached to a 
cord to call their servants in the cellar, there was 
also a network of pipes installed to allow them to 
speak directly. This was later superseded by an 
internal telephone network connecting not only 
the individual rooms, but also important service 

Details:
Nádasdladány, Kastély park 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐22) 590‐015
mag@mag.hu, www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – November 5
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.

Nádasdladány C5

Nádasdladány
Nádasdy Castle,
Nádasdy Academy

and staff buildings. The unique “sprinkler system” 
on one of the terraces also came in useful, when, 
by means of a secret button, guests could be 
showered by a refreshing cool mist on hot summer 
days.

The National Trust of Monuments currently 
operates the palace, ensuring a full programme 
of events can go ahead even despite ongoing 
renovation work. In part of the ground fl oor of 
the building, a cornucopia of period furniture and 
interiors is on display to the public. The two most 
eye-catching rooms in the palace are the wood-
panelled Forefathers’ Hall and the library, which 
is constantly being augmented by books and 
paintings dispersed throughout Europe during 
World War II.

A short walk through the castle grounds is also a 
must for the family’s bare-brick church built in the 
Gothic style of northern Germany. The castle also 
provides a venue for the Nádasdy Academy run 
by the descendants of the former owners of the 
estate.

The recent renovation of this castle and its rooms 
signalled the rediscovery of one of Hungary’s hidden 
gems. The Ozora Palace is a genuine one-of-a-kind 
among Hungarian historical buildings as most similar 
examples of Renaissance architecture have only 
remained as ruins or have been rendered almost 
unrecognisable by subsequent reconstruction. 
The original Gothic building was commissioned by 
Florence-born Pipo of Ozora in 1416 and evidence 
suggests it was completed by 1423. Much to the 
amazement of King Zsigmond and his court at a 
royal luncheon, the young Italian merchant was 
able to calculate in a matter of minutes the cost 
of maintaining the 12,000-strong cavalry required 

to protect Hungary’s southern border. Zsigmond 
entrusted Pipo with overseeing gold mining, before 
sending him to the south of the country, where it 
emerged that Pipo was at least as talented a general 
as he was as a banker. It was under his tutelage that 
military mastermind János Hunyadi learned to outwit 
the Turks.
Around 1510, the building was converted to adopt 
the fashions of the Italian Renaissance, but the castle 
was occupied by the Turkish invasion in 1545, only 
to be regained after a long siege in 1686. From the 
early 17th century, the Eszterházy family owned the 
castle and it was converted into a granary.

The Pipo Castle is now operated by the National 
Trust of Monuments and has been restored in the 
Renaissance style with the interior courtyard and 
corridors featuring reconstructed wood carvings 
of the period. The museum includes the bedroom 
of Pipo of Ozora’s wife, the Renaissance throne 
room with its fi replace, and the banquet hall. The 
chapel is said to guard the bones of Saint George, 
while artefacts from the life of Pipo of Ozora paint 
a picture of life under King Zsigmond on the fi rst 
fl oor, complete with a collection of replica weapons 
in the former arsenal, Pipo’s reconstructed armour 
and several hunting trophies. The 15th century 
experience is completed by a Renaissance 
restaurant and a varied programme of events in the 
summer months. 

Ozora
Castle,
Pipo Castle
Details:
Ozora, Várhegy u.
Tel.: (+36‐74) 498‐652 
mag@mag.hu
pipovar@gmail.com
www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
March 15 – November 1
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 2 – March 14
Fri.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Ozora D5‐6
Just outside Sopron and on the border of the Lake 
Fertő World Heritage Site, the Nagycenk Palace 
was built by generations of the Széchenyi family, 
highly infl uential noblemen who played a key role 
in Hungarian history through the centuries. A stone 
carving of their family crest still adorns the central 
gable of the enormous Baroque building even today. 
The palace was constructed from a town house 
that previously occupied the site around 1760 and 
was extended in the late-Baroque and Classicist 
styles in the late 18th century. A new wing was 
added between 1834 and 1840. István Széchenyi, 
often referred to as “The Greatest Hungarian”, was 
responsible not only for fi tting the castle with the 
latest technologies, he also did much to modernise 

Details:
Nagycenk, Kiscenki út 3.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐99) 360‐023
nagycenk@gymsmuzeum.hu
www.nagycenk.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 31
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 1 – March 31
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 5 p.m.

Nagycenk A3

Nagycenk
Széchenyi Palace,
István Széchenyi Memorial Museum

Hungary. His residence was the fi rst building in 
Hungary to have gas lighting and it was among the 
fi rst with running water and fl ushing toilets installed. 
Innovative low ventilating cellars were employed to 
keep the palace dry.

The arched halls and long corridors of the building 
are now open to the public and the rooms have been 
decorated with the fi nest furniture and antiques, as 
well as artefacts connected to many of Széchenyi’s 
ambitious projects. These include a model of his 
steamboat and the silver trowel used to lay the 
foundation stone of Széchenyi’s Chain Bridge in 
Budapest. The windows of the salon on the fi rst fl oor 
open onto a stunning view of the palace grounds, 
the country’s most beautiful Baroque French garden 
with its neatly trimmed hedges, labyrinth and 
fountain. The end of the garden is marked out by a 
2.6 kilometre avenue once lined by 645 linden trees.

The palace also hosts several exhibitions worth 
visiting, including one charting the history of 
industry and technology, and another exploring 
currency through the ages. The east wing 
houses a stud farm, while the west wing operates 
as a hotel and restaurant. A short ride on the 
Széchenyi narrow-gauge railway is an unforgettable 
experience, especially for the children who operate 
the 3.6-kilometre route.

www.hungary.com
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Martonvásár, just a short drive from Budapest, is 
the location of one of Hungary’s most beautiful 
neo-Gothic palaces and English gardens. The core 
of the residence was commissioned by Sándor 
Beniczky in the 1730s and it was later extended 
by the family of Count Brunszvik in the 1780s, who 
then converted the building in the 1820s and 30s. 
Around 1875, the building was given an sumptuous 
neo-Gothic facelift, including loopholes, thin turrets 
and pointed arches in the windows designed 
to mimic those of an English castle. The famous 
castle was later purchased by Crown-Price Joseph 
Hapsburg and then renowned brewer Antal Dreher.

Details:
Martonvásár, Brunszvik u. 2.
Tel.: (+36‐22) 569‐500
martonvasar@martonvasar.hu
www.martonvasar.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Fri: 10 a.m‐12 p.m. and
2 p.m.‐4 p.m.
Sat.‐Sun: 10 a.m‐12 p.m. and
2 p.m.‐6 p.m.
Park: Mon.‐Sun.: 8 a.m‐6 p.m.

Martonvásár D4

Martonvásár
Brunszvik Castle,
Beethoven Memorial Museum

While the property was still owned by the Brunszvik 
family, Ludwig van Beethoven visited Martonvásár 
on several occasions to give piano lessons to 
Countesses Teréz and Jozefi n. Speculation still 
abounds as to whether the composer was in 
love with one of the girls, or indeed Countess 
Charlotte, or their cousin Countess Giulietta 
Guicardi. Martonvásár remains the focal point of 
the Beethoven cult in Hungary to this day, with 
the memorial museum in the castle displaying 
countless Beethoven-related artefacts, as well as 
historical items from the Brunszvik family, such as 
the family’s exquisite piano and a locket guarding a 
lock of Beethoven’s hair.

The atmospheric English park around the castle 
features a lake with an island on which Beethoven 
concerts are held by the National Philharmonic 
Orchestra every summer.

In addition to the castle, the town also boasts the 
world’s only nursery school museum in honour 
of Teréz Brunszvik, who founded Hungary’s fi rst 
kindergarten.

Nádasdladány, just a few kilometres from the M7 
motorway connecting Budapest to Lake Balaton, 
is perhaps Hungary’s most attractive neo-Gothic 
castle, built in the style of the famous Tudor 
residences.

The castle was built from 1873 to 76 by Count 
Ferenc Nádásdy incorporating the walls of the 
18th century town house belonging to Count 
Schniedegg. Once completed, the building was 
fi tted with the most modern technologies of the 
day, many of them truly unique. For example, the 
noble family not only used a bell attached to a 
cord to call their servants in the cellar, there was 
also a network of pipes installed to allow them to 
speak directly. This was later superseded by an 
internal telephone network connecting not only 
the individual rooms, but also important service 

Details:
Nádasdladány, Kastély park 1.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐22) 590‐015
mag@mag.hu, www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – November 5
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.

Nádasdladány C5

Nádasdladány
Nádasdy Castle,
Nádasdy Academy

and staff buildings. The unique “sprinkler system” 
on one of the terraces also came in useful, when, 
by means of a secret button, guests could be 
showered by a refreshing cool mist on hot summer 
days.

The National Trust of Monuments currently 
operates the palace, ensuring a full programme 
of events can go ahead even despite ongoing 
renovation work. In part of the ground fl oor of 
the building, a cornucopia of period furniture and 
interiors is on display to the public. The two most 
eye-catching rooms in the palace are the wood-
panelled Forefathers’ Hall and the library, which 
is constantly being augmented by books and 
paintings dispersed throughout Europe during 
World War II.

A short walk through the castle grounds is also a 
must for the family’s bare-brick church built in the 
Gothic style of northern Germany. The castle also 
provides a venue for the Nádasdy Academy run 
by the descendants of the former owners of the 
estate.

The recent renovation of this castle and its rooms 
signalled the rediscovery of one of Hungary’s hidden 
gems. The Ozora Palace is a genuine one-of-a-kind 
among Hungarian historical buildings as most similar 
examples of Renaissance architecture have only 
remained as ruins or have been rendered almost 
unrecognisable by subsequent reconstruction. 
The original Gothic building was commissioned by 
Florence-born Pipo of Ozora in 1416 and evidence 
suggests it was completed by 1423. Much to the 
amazement of King Zsigmond and his court at a 
royal luncheon, the young Italian merchant was 
able to calculate in a matter of minutes the cost 
of maintaining the 12,000-strong cavalry required 

to protect Hungary’s southern border. Zsigmond 
entrusted Pipo with overseeing gold mining, before 
sending him to the south of the country, where it 
emerged that Pipo was at least as talented a general 
as he was as a banker. It was under his tutelage that 
military mastermind János Hunyadi learned to outwit 
the Turks.
Around 1510, the building was converted to adopt 
the fashions of the Italian Renaissance, but the castle 
was occupied by the Turkish invasion in 1545, only 
to be regained after a long siege in 1686. From the 
early 17th century, the Eszterházy family owned the 
castle and it was converted into a granary.

The Pipo Castle is now operated by the National 
Trust of Monuments and has been restored in the 
Renaissance style with the interior courtyard and 
corridors featuring reconstructed wood carvings 
of the period. The museum includes the bedroom 
of Pipo of Ozora’s wife, the Renaissance throne 
room with its fi replace, and the banquet hall. The 
chapel is said to guard the bones of Saint George, 
while artefacts from the life of Pipo of Ozora paint 
a picture of life under King Zsigmond on the fi rst 
fl oor, complete with a collection of replica weapons 
in the former arsenal, Pipo’s reconstructed armour 
and several hunting trophies. The 15th century 
experience is completed by a Renaissance 
restaurant and a varied programme of events in the 
summer months. 

Ozora
Castle,
Pipo Castle
Details:
Ozora, Várhegy u.
Tel.: (+36‐74) 498‐652 
mag@mag.hu
pipovar@gmail.com
www.mag.hu

Opening hours:
March 15 – November 1
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 2 – March 14
Fri.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Ozora D5‐6
Just outside Sopron and on the border of the Lake 
Fertő World Heritage Site, the Nagycenk Palace 
was built by generations of the Széchenyi family, 
highly infl uential noblemen who played a key role 
in Hungarian history through the centuries. A stone 
carving of their family crest still adorns the central 
gable of the enormous Baroque building even today. 
The palace was constructed from a town house 
that previously occupied the site around 1760 and 
was extended in the late-Baroque and Classicist 
styles in the late 18th century. A new wing was 
added between 1834 and 1840. István Széchenyi, 
often referred to as “The Greatest Hungarian”, was 
responsible not only for fi tting the castle with the 
latest technologies, he also did much to modernise 

Details:
Nagycenk, Kiscenki út 3.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐99) 360‐023
nagycenk@gymsmuzeum.hu
www.nagycenk.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 31
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 1 – March 31
Mon.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 5 p.m.

Nagycenk A3

Nagycenk
Széchenyi Palace,
István Széchenyi Memorial Museum

Hungary. His residence was the fi rst building in 
Hungary to have gas lighting and it was among the 
fi rst with running water and fl ushing toilets installed. 
Innovative low ventilating cellars were employed to 
keep the palace dry.

The arched halls and long corridors of the building 
are now open to the public and the rooms have been 
decorated with the fi nest furniture and antiques, as 
well as artefacts connected to many of Széchenyi’s 
ambitious projects. These include a model of his 
steamboat and the silver trowel used to lay the 
foundation stone of Széchenyi’s Chain Bridge in 
Budapest. The windows of the salon on the fi rst fl oor 
open onto a stunning view of the palace grounds, 
the country’s most beautiful Baroque French garden 
with its neatly trimmed hedges, labyrinth and 
fountain. The end of the garden is marked out by a 
2.6 kilometre avenue once lined by 645 linden trees.

The palace also hosts several exhibitions worth 
visiting, including one charting the history of 
industry and technology, and another exploring 
currency through the ages. The east wing 
houses a stud farm, while the west wing operates 
as a hotel and restaurant. A short ride on the 
Széchenyi narrow-gauge railway is an unforgettable 
experience, especially for the children who operate 
the 3.6-kilometre route.

www.hungary.com
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The village of Bodrogköz, squeezed between 
the Tisza and Bodrog rivers, is home to one of 
the country’s most attractive castles. The late-
Renaissance mansion was erected by Gáspár 
Mágochy for his grandson András and was 
completed by 1581. The Mágochy clan was one 
of the richest aristocratic families in northern 
Hungary thanks in part to is dealing in the wines 
of the famous Tokaj-Hegyalja region. The family 
bought wines from producers and sold them on to 
Gergely Kálmán, the most renowned wine dealer 
of the day, who exported them predominantly to 
Poland. When Gáspár Mágochy  was captured by 
Bey Hassan, his family was able to gather up the 
ransom of 14,000 gold pieces within just a couple 
of weeks. The Mágochys were also supporters 

Details:
Pácin, Kastélykert
Tel.: (+36‐20) 427‐24‐33
kastelymuzeum.pacin@museum.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
May 1 – October 31
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.
November 1 – April 30
By appointment only

Pácin H2

Pácin, Mágochy‐Sennyey Castle,
Bodrogköz Castle Museum

of reform and from 1584, Gáspár Károlyi, the 
translator of the fi rst Hungarian Bible, lived on the 
estate. In the late 16th century, Pácin was owned 
by Zsigmond Rákóczy, who later became Prince of 
Transylvania, before being passed to Baron Ferenc 
Alaghy, who extended the property. In 1631, the 
castle came into the possession of Baron Sennyey 
and the palace was rebuilt in the Romantic style 
in 1856. A unique feature of the restored building 
are the two sgraffi to corner towers and the stone-
framed Renaissance windows.

The Bodrogköz Castle Museum reconstructs the 
historical interiors in the castle’s beam-vaulted 
rooms, including the intricate stone-carved stove 
and three decorative ceramic fi replaces that 
provided heat in the cold winter months. The 
exhibition also introduces the folk art and traditions 
of Bodrogköz.

The area around Bodrogköz is particularly suited to 
cycling tours, and the Roman-era church of Karcsa 
should not be missed on the way to Sárospatak 
and Sátoraljaújhely.

20  21

The small town of Szécsény in the Cserhát Hills is 
rich in historical buildings. Its Baroque castle was 
built around 1753 by Count Forgách, incorporating 
masonry from the medieval castle that previously 
occupied the site. In the late 18th century, an 
English garden was landscaped in the grounds.

In the mid 19th century, the building was purchased 
by Ferenc Pulszky, a famous politician during the 
war of independence. In 1943, ownership of the 
palace was passed to the scientist and butterfl y 
researcher Baron Béla Lipthay. During World 
War II, the fi rst fl oor was used as a Soviet military 
hospital and the salon was apparently used as an 
operating theatre.

The locally respected Lipthay family would have 
liked to have handed over the castle to the town’s 

Details:
Szécsény, Ady Endre út 7.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐32) 370‐143
kubinyi.szecseny@museum.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Szécsény E2

Szécsény
Forgách Castle, Ferenc Kubinyi Museum

museum in 1946, but the building was confi scated 
by the state. For some time after that, the family 
rented an apartment in its own castle.

In the early 1970s, the building was restored 
to accommodate the Ferenc Kubinyi museum. 
Another round of renovations followed in 2005 and 
the castle now houses several exhibitions, such 
as the collection of Bronze Age archaeological 
fi nds complete with a burial scene or the materials 
telling  stories of local castles and their battles 
with the Turks. The upper class atmosphere of the 
castle is brought to life in the interiors of the 19th 
century women’s quarters – a salon, reading room 
and bedroom – while the north-eastern corner 
tower introduces the history of the castle.

In the small town itself, it is worth visiting the – 
slightly leaning – Baroque fi re tower with its fi re-
fi ghting exhibition, as well as the originally Gothic, 
but now predominantly Baroque Franciscan 
church and monastery. In the latter, the Gothic 
vaulted room in which Prince Ferenc Rákóczi II 
once stayed is open to the public.

One of the oldest castles in the Great Plains region 
stands in Vaja and has been owned by the Vay 
family for an astonishing 527 years. Evidence 
suggests that Ábrahám Vay began work on the 
castle in 1418, but the fi rst written record of the 
property only dates back to 1554. The largest 
section of the residence was built in the fi rst third 
of the 16th century.
Two important meetings took place in the Vaja 
Castle during Rákóczi’s war of independence. At 
the start of the uprising in the summer of 1703, 
Ferenc Rákóczi II met Ádám Vay and prominent 
members of his family to ask them to side with 
his Kuruc forces. In January 1711, he returned 
to discuss a ceasefi re with Count János Pálffy, 
commander-in-chief of the Emperor’s army.

Count Ábrahám Vay redeveloped the castle in the 
Romantic style in 1850 and the building his been 
recently restored. It currently houses a museum 
displaying furniture from Rákóczi’s time, as well 
as the National Taragot Centre. The taragot is 
an ancient Hungarian woodwind instrument 
that gained iconic status during the war of 
independence. Members of the Rákóczi Taragot 
Society are happy to teach all comers how to play 
this wonderful sounding instrument. They even 
have an international conference once ever four 
years.

The castle is encompassed by an ancient park, 
but the forecourt is decorated with a selection of 
statues of infl uential Kuruc fi gures. Vaja is also 
known for its Gothic church with four domed 
towers and its thatched folk museum.

Vaja
Vay Castle, Ádám Vay Museum
Details:
Vaja, Damjanich u. 75.
Tel.: (+36‐44) 385‐297
Fax: (+36‐44) 385‐367
vayadamm@t‐online.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 31
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 1 – March 31
Mon.‐Fri.: 8 a.m – 4 p.m.

Vaja H2

The Blaskovich Town House in Tápiószele, 
unknown to most tourists, is one of the hidden 
gems of the Budapest area. It is among the very 
few noble residences that have retained their 
original furniture throughout Hungary’s turbulent 
history.

The house was built by Kálmán Viczián in 
a historical style in 1906 and comprises 
predominantly neo-Classicist design elements. 
The building was purchased by the Blaskovich 
family in 1912 at which time two new corner towers 
were added.

The cousin of the Blaskovich brothers who lived 
in the property was Ernő Blaskovich, owner of 

Details:
Tápiószele, Múzeum u. 13.
Tel.: (+36‐53) 380‐061
blaskovichmuzeum@pmmi.hu
www.blaskovichmuzeum.hu

Opening hours:
March 1 – November 15
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
November 15 – March 1
Tue.‐Fri.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Tápiószele EF4

Tápiószele
Blaskovich House, Blaskovich Museum

Kincsem, the unbeatable racehorse that recorded 
54 grand-prix victories and is still considered the 
world’s most successful horse even today.

The building now contains a charming museum of 
life in the 19th century offering a unique glimpse 
into the aristocratic lifestyle. Visitors can walk 
through the salon, bathroom, study, living room 
and dining room. Interesting objects include a 
collection of pipes as smoked in historical novels, 
photographs from hunting trips and the furs of 
bears shot in the Carpathian Mountains. A series 
of unusual wood carvings depicting Hungarian life 
and history also takes pride of place.

The 100-year-old thatched serf’s lodge along the 
Tápió Stream also belongs to the museum and 
contains a collection of common folk artefacts. 
The streets of the village are also of great interest 
as they are lined with no less than 11 town houses 
from the days when Tápiószele was a popular hub 
for noble families.

Palace museumsHungary
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The village of Bodrogköz, squeezed between 
the Tisza and Bodrog rivers, is home to one of 
the country’s most attractive castles. The late-
Renaissance mansion was erected by Gáspár 
Mágochy for his grandson András and was 
completed by 1581. The Mágochy clan was one 
of the richest aristocratic families in northern 
Hungary thanks in part to is dealing in the wines 
of the famous Tokaj-Hegyalja region. The family 
bought wines from producers and sold them on to 
Gergely Kálmán, the most renowned wine dealer 
of the day, who exported them predominantly to 
Poland. When Gáspár Mágochy  was captured by 
Bey Hassan, his family was able to gather up the 
ransom of 14,000 gold pieces within just a couple 
of weeks. The Mágochys were also supporters 
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www.museum.hu
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May 1 – October 31
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.
November 1 – April 30
By appointment only

Pácin H2

Pácin, Mágochy‐Sennyey Castle,
Bodrogköz Castle Museum

of reform and from 1584, Gáspár Károlyi, the 
translator of the fi rst Hungarian Bible, lived on the 
estate. In the late 16th century, Pácin was owned 
by Zsigmond Rákóczy, who later became Prince of 
Transylvania, before being passed to Baron Ferenc 
Alaghy, who extended the property. In 1631, the 
castle came into the possession of Baron Sennyey 
and the palace was rebuilt in the Romantic style 
in 1856. A unique feature of the restored building 
are the two sgraffi to corner towers and the stone-
framed Renaissance windows.

The Bodrogköz Castle Museum reconstructs the 
historical interiors in the castle’s beam-vaulted 
rooms, including the intricate stone-carved stove 
and three decorative ceramic fi replaces that 
provided heat in the cold winter months. The 
exhibition also introduces the folk art and traditions 
of Bodrogköz.

The area around Bodrogköz is particularly suited to 
cycling tours, and the Roman-era church of Karcsa 
should not be missed on the way to Sárospatak 
and Sátoraljaújhely.
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The small town of Szécsény in the Cserhát Hills is 
rich in historical buildings. Its Baroque castle was 
built around 1753 by Count Forgách, incorporating 
masonry from the medieval castle that previously 
occupied the site. In the late 18th century, an 
English garden was landscaped in the grounds.

In the mid 19th century, the building was purchased 
by Ferenc Pulszky, a famous politician during the 
war of independence. In 1943, ownership of the 
palace was passed to the scientist and butterfl y 
researcher Baron Béla Lipthay. During World 
War II, the fi rst fl oor was used as a Soviet military 
hospital and the salon was apparently used as an 
operating theatre.

The locally respected Lipthay family would have 
liked to have handed over the castle to the town’s 

Details:
Szécsény, Ady Endre út 7.
Tel./Fax: (+36‐32) 370‐143
kubinyi.szecseny@museum.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Szécsény E2

Szécsény
Forgách Castle, Ferenc Kubinyi Museum

museum in 1946, but the building was confi scated 
by the state. For some time after that, the family 
rented an apartment in its own castle.

In the early 1970s, the building was restored 
to accommodate the Ferenc Kubinyi museum. 
Another round of renovations followed in 2005 and 
the castle now houses several exhibitions, such 
as the collection of Bronze Age archaeological 
fi nds complete with a burial scene or the materials 
telling  stories of local castles and their battles 
with the Turks. The upper class atmosphere of the 
castle is brought to life in the interiors of the 19th 
century women’s quarters – a salon, reading room 
and bedroom – while the north-eastern corner 
tower introduces the history of the castle.

In the small town itself, it is worth visiting the – 
slightly leaning – Baroque fi re tower with its fi re-
fi ghting exhibition, as well as the originally Gothic, 
but now predominantly Baroque Franciscan 
church and monastery. In the latter, the Gothic 
vaulted room in which Prince Ferenc Rákóczi II 
once stayed is open to the public.

One of the oldest castles in the Great Plains region 
stands in Vaja and has been owned by the Vay 
family for an astonishing 527 years. Evidence 
suggests that Ábrahám Vay began work on the 
castle in 1418, but the fi rst written record of the 
property only dates back to 1554. The largest 
section of the residence was built in the fi rst third 
of the 16th century.
Two important meetings took place in the Vaja 
Castle during Rákóczi’s war of independence. At 
the start of the uprising in the summer of 1703, 
Ferenc Rákóczi II met Ádám Vay and prominent 
members of his family to ask them to side with 
his Kuruc forces. In January 1711, he returned 
to discuss a ceasefi re with Count János Pálffy, 
commander-in-chief of the Emperor’s army.

Count Ábrahám Vay redeveloped the castle in the 
Romantic style in 1850 and the building his been 
recently restored. It currently houses a museum 
displaying furniture from Rákóczi’s time, as well 
as the National Taragot Centre. The taragot is 
an ancient Hungarian woodwind instrument 
that gained iconic status during the war of 
independence. Members of the Rákóczi Taragot 
Society are happy to teach all comers how to play 
this wonderful sounding instrument. They even 
have an international conference once ever four 
years.

The castle is encompassed by an ancient park, 
but the forecourt is decorated with a selection of 
statues of infl uential Kuruc fi gures. Vaja is also 
known for its Gothic church with four domed 
towers and its thatched folk museum.

Vaja
Vay Castle, Ádám Vay Museum
Details:
Vaja, Damjanich u. 75.
Tel.: (+36‐44) 385‐297
Fax: (+36‐44) 385‐367
vayadamm@t‐online.hu
www.museum.hu

Opening hours:
April 1 – October 31
Tue.‐Sun.: 10 a.m – 6 p.m.
November 1 – March 31
Mon.‐Fri.: 8 a.m – 4 p.m.

Vaja H2

The Blaskovich Town House in Tápiószele, 
unknown to most tourists, is one of the hidden 
gems of the Budapest area. It is among the very 
few noble residences that have retained their 
original furniture throughout Hungary’s turbulent 
history.

The house was built by Kálmán Viczián in 
a historical style in 1906 and comprises 
predominantly neo-Classicist design elements. 
The building was purchased by the Blaskovich 
family in 1912 at which time two new corner towers 
were added.

The cousin of the Blaskovich brothers who lived 
in the property was Ernő Blaskovich, owner of 

Details:
Tápiószele, Múzeum u. 13.
Tel.: (+36‐53) 380‐061
blaskovichmuzeum@pmmi.hu
www.blaskovichmuzeum.hu
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March 1 – November 15
Tue.‐Sun.: 9 a.m – 5 p.m.
November 15 – March 1
Tue.‐Fri.: 10 a.m – 4 p.m.

Tápiószele EF4

Tápiószele
Blaskovich House, Blaskovich Museum

Kincsem, the unbeatable racehorse that recorded 
54 grand-prix victories and is still considered the 
world’s most successful horse even today.

The building now contains a charming museum of 
life in the 19th century offering a unique glimpse 
into the aristocratic lifestyle. Visitors can walk 
through the salon, bathroom, study, living room 
and dining room. Interesting objects include a 
collection of pipes as smoked in historical novels, 
photographs from hunting trips and the furs of 
bears shot in the Carpathian Mountains. A series 
of unusual wood carvings depicting Hungarian life 
and history also takes pride of place.

The 100-year-old thatched serf’s lodge along the 
Tápió Stream also belongs to the museum and 
contains a collection of common folk artefacts. 
The streets of the village are also of great interest 
as they are lined with no less than 11 town houses 
from the days when Tápiószele was a popular hub 
for noble families.
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The Puchner Castle Hotel lies in a natural forest at the heart of Bikal, a village in a charming 
valley at the foot of the Mecsek Hills. The palace was built in the early 1840s by Baron Antal 
Puchner, general in the Emperor’s cavalry, and was fully completed in 1849. Baron Puchner 
had studied law in Pressburg (now Bratislava) before embarking on a military career that rose 
to its peak during the Napoleonic wars. He later received the Mária Theresa Order of Merit, one 
of the highest accolades in the military.

Puchner fought on the side of the Emperor in the war of independence and clashed with 
Hungarian forces on several occasions in the 1849 winter campaign, before fi nally being 
driven from Transylvania by General József Bem. 

The late-Classicist residence underwent redevelopment in1861, taking on its present form in 
1899. The castle hotel now offers a variety of accommodation to its guests: The 19 rooms of 
the castle decorated in the style of the Habsburg monarchy are recommended to romantics, 
companies and groups will prefer the 32 rooms and Mediterranean atmosphere of the former 
washroom and adjacent guest houses, while those looking for joie de vivre should opt for one 
of the 31 rooms in the French-style manor house. The exclusive restaurant and wine cellar will 
satisfy the palate of even the most discerning gourmand, while children are sure to love petting 
the animals and frolicking in the creative playground and pool. The family rooms even have a 
secret cubbyhole for children.

The castle grounds also feature a wellness centre with French and Moroccan baths and a 
beauty salon, as well as an outdoor pool, a sports centre masquerading as a medieval fortress, 
conference rooms and a grill terrace.

Details:
H‐7346 Bikal, Rákóczi u. 22. 
Tel.: (+36‐72) 459‐546
Fax: (+36‐72) 459‐549
info@puchner.hu
www.puchner.hu

Bikal C6

Info:
Beds: 180
Prices: € 97- € 260

Puchner Castle Hotel  
Bikal

24  25

 • Accepted in 14 castles
 • Accepted by the Kárpátia Restaurant
 • Valid for 12 months
 • 30% discount on hotel rack rates
 • 12% discount on package prices at individual castle hotels
 • 10% or individual discount on restaurant meals
 • Transferable
 • Limited issue
 • Preference when pre‐booking
 • Late check‐out
 • Room upgrades
 • Discount applicable to booking of more than one room
 • Priced at just Ft 50,000 (€170) + VAT
 • Can be purchased with holiday vouchers

Detailed information is available at your hotel reception and www.castle‐hotel.hu

Castle HotelsHungary

Throughout the centuries, castles and mansions always 
served as a hub for the various artistic styles of the day, 
from the architecture itself to the fi neries of painting, 
sculpture, interiors and furniture. As for the aristocratic 
lifestyle, it had everything: theatre, music, arts and sci-
ence all converged in these buildings, while literature 
blossomed in their salons and new dance steps were 
born at their balls.

Today, many of these former residences have been 
converted into castle hotels. The fi rst was briefl y operated 
by the Károlyi Counts in Füzérradvány in 1938, but it was 
only until the Szapáry Castle opened its gates in 1972 
that Hungary could boast a second castle hotel.

Since the regime change, castle tourism has rapidly 
grown in popularity and by the 1990s, some 70 old 
residences had been converted into accommodation of 
various standards.

In 2005, the Castle Hotels of Hungary Association was 
formed to promote the common interests of hotel opera-
tors and establish a shared sales network and marketing 
strategy, as well as to promote castle tours.

In the name of the organisation, I hope you fi nd this 
brochure, published jointly with the Hungarian National 
Tourist Offi ce, to be both informative and useful in helping 
plan your tour of Hungary and fi nd accommodation along 
the way.

Gyula Glaser
President, Castle Hotels of Hungary,
www.castle-hotel.hu

As more noble families built castles and town houses 
in Hungary than anywhere else in Europe, the country 
is littered with residences worth visiting. Although many 
were destroyed by the battles of history, 3,500 castles, 
palaces and town houses are still standing today.

Greetings!

Buy aBuy a
    Castle Card!    Castle Card!
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valley at the foot of the Mecsek Hills. The palace was built in the early 1840s by Baron Antal 
Puchner, general in the Emperor’s cavalry, and was fully completed in 1849. Baron Puchner 
had studied law in Pressburg (now Bratislava) before embarking on a military career that rose 
to its peak during the Napoleonic wars. He later received the Mária Theresa Order of Merit, one 
of the highest accolades in the military.

Puchner fought on the side of the Emperor in the war of independence and clashed with 
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driven from Transylvania by General József Bem. 

The late-Classicist residence underwent redevelopment in1861, taking on its present form in 
1899. The castle hotel now offers a variety of accommodation to its guests: The 19 rooms of 
the castle decorated in the style of the Habsburg monarchy are recommended to romantics, 
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washroom and adjacent guest houses, while those looking for joie de vivre should opt for one 
of the 31 rooms in the French-style manor house. The exclusive restaurant and wine cellar will 
satisfy the palate of even the most discerning gourmand, while children are sure to love petting 
the animals and frolicking in the creative playground and pool. The family rooms even have a 
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blossomed in their salons and new dance steps were 
born at their balls.

Today, many of these former residences have been 
converted into castle hotels. The fi rst was briefl y operated 
by the Károlyi Counts in Füzérradvány in 1938, but it was 
only until the Szapáry Castle opened its gates in 1972 
that Hungary could boast a second castle hotel.
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The historical Hotel Klastrom stands in Győr’s protected Baroque old town. The uniquely 
calming building was originally built as a monastery by the Carmelite Order and the northern 
wing of the building is still occupied by monks even today. The Baroque church was originally 
built in the 1710s and 20s and the monastery with its cross-shaped footprint was attached in 
1732. The Carmelite Order was founded in the 12th century on Mount Carmel in Palestine, 
where hermits are said to have lived since the time of the prophet Elijah. With the spread of 
Islam, the order was forced to leave Mount Carmel and settled in Europe, establishing almost 
1,000 monasteries by the 15th century.

The order entered Hungary in 1372 during the reign of King Louis the Great. The monastery in 
Győr was converted into a hotel in 1987 and rooms now occupy three wings of the building. 
The rooms of the west wing look out on the island on the Rába River, while the remainder face 
the pleasant central courtyard. The hotel’s Baroque hall was formerly the order’s library and is 
particularly suited to hosting seminars and intimate press conferences.

The hotel entrance opens directly onto the city’s pedestrian street with local sights all within 
easy walking distance. These include the Bishop’s Castle with its narrow chicanes, the cathedral 
containing the exquisite herma of Saint László, a masterpiece of the medieval goldsmith’s 
craft said to contain fragments of the former king’s skull, the bishop’s treasury, the pharmacy 
museum on the main square and the city’s many churches and museums. Younger visitors 
will enjoy the Győr Zoo and the many festivals held in the city throughout the year. The Rába 
Quelle medicinal, thermal and amusement baths are also close by.

Details:
H‐9021 Gyôr, Zechmeister u. 1.
Tel.: (+36‐96) 516‐910
Fax: (+36‐96) 327‐030
klastrom@klastrom.hu
www.klastrom.hu

Gyôr C3

Info:
Beds: 100 
Prices: € 55- € 90

Hotel Klastrom 

Gyôr

0.5km

www.hungary.com
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The St. George Residence in the Budapest Castle District opened its doors as the country’s fi rst 
“all-suite” hotel in 2007. The hotel on the corner of Fortuna utca and Fortuna köz was created by 
the consolidation of three Medieval buildings to create the Baroque Fortuna Fogadó guest house 
in 1784. The guest house soon became one of the focal points of Buda society, hosting dice 
and card games and staging theatrical performances in its columned hall. Records show that the 
Turkish Sultan stayed here with his entire 35-strong entourage in 1835 and the mark left by the 
bullet that struck the edifi ce during the war of independence in 1849 is still visible today.

Today, the architecture and interiors of the renovated building hark back to the second half of the 
18th century and the frescos on the walls of the former guest house have also been restored. For 
instance, the wall to the north of the gate is painted with a rich landscape of exotic fl owers, cacti 
and birds. Following the renovation, the hotel houses 26 apartments, an atmospheric courtyard 
garden, a café, a restaurant, function rooms and a Medieval wine cellar. The large apartments 
comprise a living room, bathroom (many with a whirlpool) and a fully fi tted kitchen, and are 
all appointed with period Empire and Chippendale furniture. The suites fall into four categories 
(bronze, silver, gold and diamond), but, due to the protected nature of the building, vary even 
within categories and each have their own unique atmosphere.

The Baroque function rooms and medieval wine cellar are perfect for special occasions, banquets, 
weddings, corporate events, and business lunches and dinners. The hotel’s internationally 
renowned chefs are equally adept at preparing contemporary and historical meals and the menu 
contains both à la carte options and daily specials. All the comforts of the 21st century combined 
with timeless elegance and a historical ambiance.

Details:
H‐1014 Budapest, Fortuna u. 4.
Tel.: (+36‐1) 393‐5700
Fax: (+36‐1) 393‐5705 
info@stgeorgehotel.hu
www.stgeorgehotel.hu

Budapest DE4

Info:
Beds: 52
Prices: € 119- € 750

St. George Residence 
Budapest

Castle HotelsHungary



The historical Hotel Klastrom stands in Győr’s protected Baroque old town. The uniquely 
calming building was originally built as a monastery by the Carmelite Order and the northern 
wing of the building is still occupied by monks even today. The Baroque church was originally 
built in the 1710s and 20s and the monastery with its cross-shaped footprint was attached in 
1732. The Carmelite Order was founded in the 12th century on Mount Carmel in Palestine, 
where hermits are said to have lived since the time of the prophet Elijah. With the spread of 
Islam, the order was forced to leave Mount Carmel and settled in Europe, establishing almost 
1,000 monasteries by the 15th century.

The order entered Hungary in 1372 during the reign of King Louis the Great. The monastery in 
Győr was converted into a hotel in 1987 and rooms now occupy three wings of the building. 
The rooms of the west wing look out on the island on the Rába River, while the remainder face 
the pleasant central courtyard. The hotel’s Baroque hall was formerly the order’s library and is 
particularly suited to hosting seminars and intimate press conferences.

The hotel entrance opens directly onto the city’s pedestrian street with local sights all within 
easy walking distance. These include the Bishop’s Castle with its narrow chicanes, the cathedral 
containing the exquisite herma of Saint László, a masterpiece of the medieval goldsmith’s 
craft said to contain fragments of the former king’s skull, the bishop’s treasury, the pharmacy 
museum on the main square and the city’s many churches and museums. Younger visitors 
will enjoy the Győr Zoo and the many festivals held in the city throughout the year. The Rába 
Quelle medicinal, thermal and amusement baths are also close by.

Details:
H‐9021 Gyôr, Zechmeister u. 1.
Tel.: (+36‐96) 516‐910
Fax: (+36‐96) 327‐030
klastrom@klastrom.hu
www.klastrom.hu
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The St. George Residence in the Budapest Castle District opened its doors as the country’s fi rst 
“all-suite” hotel in 2007. The hotel on the corner of Fortuna utca and Fortuna köz was created by 
the consolidation of three Medieval buildings to create the Baroque Fortuna Fogadó guest house 
in 1784. The guest house soon became one of the focal points of Buda society, hosting dice 
and card games and staging theatrical performances in its columned hall. Records show that the 
Turkish Sultan stayed here with his entire 35-strong entourage in 1835 and the mark left by the 
bullet that struck the edifi ce during the war of independence in 1849 is still visible today.

Today, the architecture and interiors of the renovated building hark back to the second half of the 
18th century and the frescos on the walls of the former guest house have also been restored. For 
instance, the wall to the north of the gate is painted with a rich landscape of exotic fl owers, cacti 
and birds. Following the renovation, the hotel houses 26 apartments, an atmospheric courtyard 
garden, a café, a restaurant, function rooms and a Medieval wine cellar. The large apartments 
comprise a living room, bathroom (many with a whirlpool) and a fully fi tted kitchen, and are 
all appointed with period Empire and Chippendale furniture. The suites fall into four categories 
(bronze, silver, gold and diamond), but, due to the protected nature of the building, vary even 
within categories and each have their own unique atmosphere.

The Baroque function rooms and medieval wine cellar are perfect for special occasions, banquets, 
weddings, corporate events, and business lunches and dinners. The hotel’s internationally 
renowned chefs are equally adept at preparing contemporary and historical meals and the menu 
contains both à la carte options and daily specials. All the comforts of the 21st century combined 
with timeless elegance and a historical ambiance.

Details:
H‐1014 Budapest, Fortuna u. 4.
Tel.: (+36‐1) 393‐5700
Fax: (+36‐1) 393‐5705 
info@stgeorgehotel.hu
www.stgeorgehotel.hu

Budapest DE4

Info:
Beds: 52
Prices: € 119- € 750

St. George Residence 
Budapest
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One of Hungary’s most attractive Baroque palaces fi nds itself nestled between the beautiful Tolna 
Hills in the heart of a 5.5 hectares of ancient parkland. The residence was built by Count Claudius 
Florimundus Mercy from 1722. Each of the four wings of the symmetrical residence has its own 
smaller wings at its corner. From 1773, the castle was owned by the family, Count Apponyi. A foun-
tain and small artifi cial lake were added to the expansive English park in the late 18th century, but 
the most interesting feature of the park is the Venus Chapel. Originally built to refl ect the fashions of 
the day, it was later wrongly considered a mausoleum, probably because Count Géza Apponyi and 
his wife were buried inside it.

Since then the residence has been converted into a hotel without compromising the ambiance of 
centuries past. Its four deluxe and 27 standard rooms all appointed with period furniture, while the 
Elízium, a younger building in the heart of the park, provides a further 30 rooms, of which 4 are de-
luxe. The castle also has four large function rooms for exclusive meetings, conferences, banquets, 
receptions and weddings. A unique feature of the hotel is the certifi ed medicinal spring to be found 
in the park. The healing properties of the water substantiate the wellness services and health treat-
ments. The Mercy restaurant, named after the building’s founder, offers a wide variety of specialities, 
such as goose liver paté infused with cognac and served with red onion jam. Those preferring not-
hing more than a slice of cake with a delicious cup of coffee or tea will enjoy the Antónia Café or, in 
summer, the Aroma Terrace.

The Count Apponyi Castle Hotel is the perfect destination not only for couples on a weekend break, 
but also for corporate events and business meetings requiring a serious and exclusive – yet both 
relaxing and unusual – venue. The castle chapel is a dream wedding location and the mini-zoo in 
the castle grounds is always a big hit with the younger generation.

Details:
H‐7191 Hôgyész, Ady E. u. 2.
Tel.: (+36‐74) 588‐800
Fax: (+36‐74) 588‐801
info@apponyi.hu
www.apponyi.hu

Hôgyész D6

Info:
Beds: 130
Prices: € 80- € 215

Count Apponyi Castle Hotel 
Hôgyész

www.hungary.com
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Hédervár, on the beautiful Danube island of Szigetköz to the north of the city of Győr, is one of 
Hungary’s oldest castle residences. Members of the Héderváry family commissioned the oldest 
section of the building in the 13th century and it was later extended with Gothic and Renaissance 
wings. In 1658, the castle was acquired by Count Viczay and passed to by Count Károly Khuen-
Héderváry, who later became prime minister of Hungary, in 1873.

The alterpiece of the castle’s Baroque chapel is perhaps unique in the whole of Europe for its 
depiction of the Virgin Mary suckling the baby Jesus. Perhaps more intriguingly still, her facial 
features closely resemble those of Maria Theresa, Queen of Hungary.

The nine-hectare English park in the castle grounds contains several rare and exotic trees and is 
split in two by a picturesque stream. A small island is guarded by a Centaur sculpture referred to 
by locals simply as “The Devil”.

The Renaissance castle, considered the jewel of Szigetköz, stands in an ancient park and offers 
its guests the choice of 18 rooms and four apartments complete with antique furniture, paintings 
and genuine Persian rugs. The reserved elegance of the “A Grófnál” (At the Count’s) restaurant 
and rustic cellar offer a variety of delicious meals served with exclusive wines.

The Hédervár Castle Hotel is also a venue for events of all kinds, from small family gatherings 
to cultural festivals and corporate functions. A unique architectural feature of the building are its 
three “phantom doors” that never fail to enchant hotel guests. The surrounding beautiful fl ooded 
woodland with its small islands and hidden architectural gems are perfect for tourists exploring by 
car, motorbike and bicycle. The tributaries of the Danube also offer excellent fi shing opportunities 
while some hopefuls even come here to pan for gold.

Details:
H‐9178 Hédervár, Fô út 47.
Tel.: (+36‐96) 213‐433
Fax: (+36‐96) 213‐576
info@hedervar.hu
www.hedervar.com
www.kastelyszalloda.hu

Hédervár B3

Info:
Beds: 48
Prices: € 47- € 130

Hédervár Castle Hotel  
Hédervár

8 km
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One of Hungary’s most attractive Baroque palaces fi nds itself nestled between the beautiful Tolna 
Hills in the heart of a 5.5 hectares of ancient parkland. The residence was built by Count Claudius 
Florimundus Mercy from 1722. Each of the four wings of the symmetrical residence has its own 
smaller wings at its corner. From 1773, the castle was owned by the family, Count Apponyi. A foun-
tain and small artifi cial lake were added to the expansive English park in the late 18th century, but 
the most interesting feature of the park is the Venus Chapel. Originally built to refl ect the fashions of 
the day, it was later wrongly considered a mausoleum, probably because Count Géza Apponyi and 
his wife were buried inside it.

Since then the residence has been converted into a hotel without compromising the ambiance of 
centuries past. Its four deluxe and 27 standard rooms all appointed with period furniture, while the 
Elízium, a younger building in the heart of the park, provides a further 30 rooms, of which 4 are de-
luxe. The castle also has four large function rooms for exclusive meetings, conferences, banquets, 
receptions and weddings. A unique feature of the hotel is the certifi ed medicinal spring to be found 
in the park. The healing properties of the water substantiate the wellness services and health treat-
ments. The Mercy restaurant, named after the building’s founder, offers a wide variety of specialities, 
such as goose liver paté infused with cognac and served with red onion jam. Those preferring not-
hing more than a slice of cake with a delicious cup of coffee or tea will enjoy the Antónia Café or, in 
summer, the Aroma Terrace.

The Count Apponyi Castle Hotel is the perfect destination not only for couples on a weekend break, 
but also for corporate events and business meetings requiring a serious and exclusive – yet both 
relaxing and unusual – venue. The castle chapel is a dream wedding location and the mini-zoo in 
the castle grounds is always a big hit with the younger generation.

Details:
H‐7191 Hôgyész, Ady E. u. 2.
Tel.: (+36‐74) 588‐800
Fax: (+36‐74) 588‐801
info@apponyi.hu
www.apponyi.hu

Hôgyész D6

Info:
Beds: 130
Prices: € 80- € 215
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Hôgyész
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Hédervár, on the beautiful Danube island of Szigetköz to the north of the city of Győr, is one of 
Hungary’s oldest castle residences. Members of the Héderváry family commissioned the oldest 
section of the building in the 13th century and it was later extended with Gothic and Renaissance 
wings. In 1658, the castle was acquired by Count Viczay and passed to by Count Károly Khuen-
Héderváry, who later became prime minister of Hungary, in 1873.

The alterpiece of the castle’s Baroque chapel is perhaps unique in the whole of Europe for its 
depiction of the Virgin Mary suckling the baby Jesus. Perhaps more intriguingly still, her facial 
features closely resemble those of Maria Theresa, Queen of Hungary.

The nine-hectare English park in the castle grounds contains several rare and exotic trees and is 
split in two by a picturesque stream. A small island is guarded by a Centaur sculpture referred to 
by locals simply as “The Devil”.

The Renaissance castle, considered the jewel of Szigetköz, stands in an ancient park and offers 
its guests the choice of 18 rooms and four apartments complete with antique furniture, paintings 
and genuine Persian rugs. The reserved elegance of the “A Grófnál” (At the Count’s) restaurant 
and rustic cellar offer a variety of delicious meals served with exclusive wines.

The Hédervár Castle Hotel is also a venue for events of all kinds, from small family gatherings 
to cultural festivals and corporate functions. A unique architectural feature of the building are its 
three “phantom doors” that never fail to enchant hotel guests. The surrounding beautiful fl ooded 
woodland with its small islands and hidden architectural gems are perfect for tourists exploring by 
car, motorbike and bicycle. The tributaries of the Danube also offer excellent fi shing opportunities 
while some hopefuls even come here to pan for gold.

Details:
H‐9178 Hédervár, Fô út 47.
Tel.: (+36‐96) 213‐433
Fax: (+36‐96) 213‐576
info@hedervar.hu
www.hedervar.com
www.kastelyszalloda.hu
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Info:
Beds: 48
Prices: € 47- € 130
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8 km
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The village of Mád in the famous wine region of Tokaj has been listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site since 2002, but was offi cially registered as a market town centuries ago. On 
seeing the lush fi elds from a hilltop, Árpád, leader of the Hungarian tribes that settled the 
Carpathian Basin, gifted the land to two of his top commanders.

The building that houses the Mád Kúria Hotel was originally erected as the headquarters of the 
local savings bank formed in 1872. It was fully completed in the 1890s in a historic style with 
elements of neo-Baroque and neo-Renaissance design.

Restored to its former glory, the town house is now home to a comfortable, modern hotel and 
restaurant. The superior three-star accommodation comprises 24 brand-new rooms and the 
50-seat restaurant boasts a menu to do justice to the region’s fi nest wines. The Mád Kúria 
Hotel caters to family and business weekends, training sessions and management meetings. 
After hours, there is ample opportunity to unwind with a glass or two of wine in its pleasant 
cellar.

The hotel is the ideal starting point for tours into the ancient winemaking villages of the region, 
including wine tasting and cellar tours, and hikes in the thick forests of the Zemplén Hills.

A unique feature of Mád is the quality of the its town houses constructed from the profi ts of the 
local wine industry. The network of connected cellars beneath them with their special mould-
coated walls provide the perfect conditions for the region’s exquisite wines.

Details:
H‐3909 Mád, Rákóczi út 48.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 548‐400
Fax: (+36‐47) 548‐401
info@madikuria.hu
www.madikuria.hu

Mád G2

Info:
Beds: 50
Prices: € 55- € 90

Mádi Kúria Hotel 
Mád

40 km

Some 50 kilometres from Lake Balaton, the Hertelendy Castle Hotel is one of the jewels of the 
Transdanubia region. The former residence is situated in the centre of a 300-hectare estate 
comprising stunning parkland enveloped by beautiful forests and meadows. The palace was 
built by landowner Andor Hertelendy in the 1920s largely based on the Classicist style and was 
the starting point for the famous hunts still held today.

The building was inhabited by the Hertelendy family until the end of World War II, when the 
local government took control of the property. The structure of the building remained unchanged, 
however, and it was purchased by László Hagyánek in 1997 who opened a three-star hotel in 
2000. Ownership of the estate changed hands again in 2004 when a Swiss investor came in to 
open the region’s fi rst fi ve-star hotel in 2007. In addition to the lap of luxury, the hotel offers guests 
the calm and balance of nature and a world far removed from the hustle and bustle of city life.

The homely atmosphere of the castle is carefully combined with refi ned elegance and almost 
every service imaginable, including riding, golf, hot-air ballooning, conference facilities, a choice 
of rooms, suites and apartments, and a spa and wellness area fed by natural thermal water. In the 
kitchen, meals are prepared with the fi nest ingredients from the hotel’s own organic farm. The two 
conference rooms and specially landscaped areas of the park provide the perfect backdrop for 
both business and family events.

It is a tradition of the Hertelendy Castle Hotel to offer newly-weds the gift of a tree and a plaque to 
be planted on the grounds to celebrate their love and mark the beginning of a new life together. 
The gesture also signifi es that even a one-time guest to the Hertelendy Castle Hotel is considered 
a family member forever.

Kontakt:
H‐7541 Kutas–Kozmapuszta, 0120/4 
Tel.: (+36‐82) 568‐400
Fax: (+36‐82) 568‐030 
hotel@hotel‐hertelendy.hu
www.hotel‐hertelendy.hu

Kutas–Kozmapuszta B6

Info:
Beds: 38
Prices: € 150- € 500

Hertelendy Castle Hotel  
Kutas–Kozmapuszta

www.hungary.com
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The village of Mád in the famous wine region of Tokaj has been listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site since 2002, but was offi cially registered as a market town centuries ago. On 
seeing the lush fi elds from a hilltop, Árpád, leader of the Hungarian tribes that settled the 
Carpathian Basin, gifted the land to two of his top commanders.

The building that houses the Mád Kúria Hotel was originally erected as the headquarters of the 
local savings bank formed in 1872. It was fully completed in the 1890s in a historic style with 
elements of neo-Baroque and neo-Renaissance design.

Restored to its former glory, the town house is now home to a comfortable, modern hotel and 
restaurant. The superior three-star accommodation comprises 24 brand-new rooms and the 
50-seat restaurant boasts a menu to do justice to the region’s fi nest wines. The Mád Kúria 
Hotel caters to family and business weekends, training sessions and management meetings. 
After hours, there is ample opportunity to unwind with a glass or two of wine in its pleasant 
cellar.

The hotel is the ideal starting point for tours into the ancient winemaking villages of the region, 
including wine tasting and cellar tours, and hikes in the thick forests of the Zemplén Hills.

A unique feature of Mád is the quality of the its town houses constructed from the profi ts of the 
local wine industry. The network of connected cellars beneath them with their special mould-
coated walls provide the perfect conditions for the region’s exquisite wines.

Details:
H‐3909 Mád, Rákóczi út 48.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 548‐400
Fax: (+36‐47) 548‐401
info@madikuria.hu
www.madikuria.hu

Mád G2

Info:
Beds: 50
Prices: € 55- € 90

Mádi Kúria Hotel 
Mád

40 km

Some 50 kilometres from Lake Balaton, the Hertelendy Castle Hotel is one of the jewels of the 
Transdanubia region. The former residence is situated in the centre of a 300-hectare estate 
comprising stunning parkland enveloped by beautiful forests and meadows. The palace was 
built by landowner Andor Hertelendy in the 1920s largely based on the Classicist style and was 
the starting point for the famous hunts still held today.

The building was inhabited by the Hertelendy family until the end of World War II, when the 
local government took control of the property. The structure of the building remained unchanged, 
however, and it was purchased by László Hagyánek in 1997 who opened a three-star hotel in 
2000. Ownership of the estate changed hands again in 2004 when a Swiss investor came in to 
open the region’s fi rst fi ve-star hotel in 2007. In addition to the lap of luxury, the hotel offers guests 
the calm and balance of nature and a world far removed from the hustle and bustle of city life.

The homely atmosphere of the castle is carefully combined with refi ned elegance and almost 
every service imaginable, including riding, golf, hot-air ballooning, conference facilities, a choice 
of rooms, suites and apartments, and a spa and wellness area fed by natural thermal water. In the 
kitchen, meals are prepared with the fi nest ingredients from the hotel’s own organic farm. The two 
conference rooms and specially landscaped areas of the park provide the perfect backdrop for 
both business and family events.

It is a tradition of the Hertelendy Castle Hotel to offer newly-weds the gift of a tree and a plaque to 
be planted on the grounds to celebrate their love and mark the beginning of a new life together. 
The gesture also signifi es that even a one-time guest to the Hertelendy Castle Hotel is considered 
a family member forever.

Kontakt:
H‐7541 Kutas–Kozmapuszta, 0120/4 
Tel.: (+36‐82) 568‐400
Fax: (+36‐82) 568‐030 
hotel@hotel‐hertelendy.hu
www.hotel‐hertelendy.hu

Kutas–Kozmapuszta B6

Info:
Beds: 38
Prices: € 150- € 500

Hertelendy Castle Hotel  
Kutas–Kozmapuszta

www.hungary.com
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The village of Simontornya is home to Hungary’s only Secession Castle Hotel situated in the 
heart of a park extending across several hectares. The building was erected by Imre Fried 
and his wife Margit Gottlieb in the mid-1920s, with work completed in 1926. Local legend has 
it that the wealthy leather merchant decided to embark on the project on the occasion of an 
important wedding anniversary. The funds were at hand, the Fried family had owned Hungary’s 
largest leather factory in Simontornya for fi ve generations since it was founded in 1780.

Imre Fried was also an avid hunter and a separate room has been set aside next to the tower 
for his collection of weapons. It is said the tower was his favourite place in the castle as he 
loved to sit there looking over his estate and monitoring the fl ooding of the River Sió each 
spring.

The relaxing ambiance of the castle will suit those looking to be at one with nature and stroll 
among the nearby vineyards, woodlands and lakes. Inside, the exquisite hand-carved furniture 
and staircase are guarded by enormous dragons fashioned from mahogany, rose and ebony. 
Guests will also appreciate the hotel’s excellent cuisine next to a bottle of fi ne wine in the ro-
mantic candlelight of the restaurant. The wellness wing offers yet another way to unwind with 
its heated outdoor pool, indoor and outdoor hot tubs, a Finnish sauna and expert masseurs.

Guests are also invited to take a horse-drawn coach ride back in time to taste the hotel’s wines 
in its own cellar and enjoy a traditional goulash cooked over an open fi re. The Renaissance 
castle of Simontornya is also nearby and is one of the surrounding area’s unmissable sights.

Details:
H‐7081 Simontornya, Malom u. 33. 
Tel.: (+36‐74) 486‐560
Fax: (+36‐74) 486‐233
fried@friedhotel.hu
www.friedhotel.hu

Simontornya D6

Info:
Beds: 60
Prices: € 49- € 149

Fried Castle Hotel 
Simontornya

20 km

The Pallavicini Castle Hotel stands in an expanse of naturally forested parkland in the centre of  
Pusztaradvány, a small town in nestled along the winding valley of the Mogyorós stream in the 
Cserhát Hills. The rectangular foundations of this largely neo-Classicist building were marked 
on a military map produced as early as 1856-60.

The man who commissioned the construction, Marquis János Pallavicini, made a name for 
himself as a diplomat in Belgrade, Munich and Saint Petersburg. He was later appointed 
ambassador to Bucharest and Constantinople and deputised for the incapacitated Count 
Aehrenthal as Hungarian foreign minister to the Monarchy in 1911. The rooms and apartments 
of the castle hotel have been named after the cities Pallavicini was posted to during his 
career.

The interiors of the building with their painstakingly restored furniture and paintings of the 
period remain faithful to the styles of the turn of the 20th century. In addition, the light fi ttings 
in the rooms, corridors and shared areas are not mass produced, instead, they are restored 
examples of applied design dating back over a century – making the hotel a veritable lamp 
museum. The individual rooms are almost as unique and designed to serve a wide variety 
of needs, from generously furnished apartments to airy twin bedrooms with spare beds and 
living spaces with rooms opening onto one another.

Another unique feature of the hotel is its winter wall heating that converts into an effective 
cooling system in the summer months. The billiards room with its fi replace and bar allows 
guests to imagine just what it must have been like to have been a successful diplomat in the 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy. The lush 1.5-hectare castle grounds contain trees that date back 
at least as far, as well as a spring, a lake and barbecue facilities. Further afi eld, the spectacular 
Aggtelek stalactite cave and wilds of the Zemplén Hills both make great day-trips.

Details:
H‐3874 Pusztaradvány,
Kossuth Lajos u. 11.
Tel.: (+36‐46) 448‐173
Fax: (+36‐46) 448‐320 
mail@pallavicini.hu
www.pallavicini.hu

Pusztaradvány G1

Info:
Beds: 20 
Prices: € 88- € 128 per room, per night 

Pallavicini Castle Hotel  
Pusztaradvány

www.hungary.com
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The village of Simontornya is home to Hungary’s only Secession Castle Hotel situated in the 
heart of a park extending across several hectares. The building was erected by Imre Fried 
and his wife Margit Gottlieb in the mid-1920s, with work completed in 1926. Local legend has 
it that the wealthy leather merchant decided to embark on the project on the occasion of an 
important wedding anniversary. The funds were at hand, the Fried family had owned Hungary’s 
largest leather factory in Simontornya for fi ve generations since it was founded in 1780.

Imre Fried was also an avid hunter and a separate room has been set aside next to the tower 
for his collection of weapons. It is said the tower was his favourite place in the castle as he 
loved to sit there looking over his estate and monitoring the fl ooding of the River Sió each 
spring.

The relaxing ambiance of the castle will suit those looking to be at one with nature and stroll 
among the nearby vineyards, woodlands and lakes. Inside, the exquisite hand-carved furniture 
and staircase are guarded by enormous dragons fashioned from mahogany, rose and ebony. 
Guests will also appreciate the hotel’s excellent cuisine next to a bottle of fi ne wine in the ro-
mantic candlelight of the restaurant. The wellness wing offers yet another way to unwind with 
its heated outdoor pool, indoor and outdoor hot tubs, a Finnish sauna and expert masseurs.

Guests are also invited to take a horse-drawn coach ride back in time to taste the hotel’s wines 
in its own cellar and enjoy a traditional goulash cooked over an open fi re. The Renaissance 
castle of Simontornya is also nearby and is one of the surrounding area’s unmissable sights.

Details:
H‐7081 Simontornya, Malom u. 33. 
Tel.: (+36‐74) 486‐560
Fax: (+36‐74) 486‐233
fried@friedhotel.hu
www.friedhotel.hu

Simontornya D6

Info:
Beds: 60
Prices: € 49- € 149

Fried Castle Hotel 
Simontornya

20 km

The Pallavicini Castle Hotel stands in an expanse of naturally forested parkland in the centre of  
Pusztaradvány, a small town in nestled along the winding valley of the Mogyorós stream in the 
Cserhát Hills. The rectangular foundations of this largely neo-Classicist building were marked 
on a military map produced as early as 1856-60.

The man who commissioned the construction, Marquis János Pallavicini, made a name for 
himself as a diplomat in Belgrade, Munich and Saint Petersburg. He was later appointed 
ambassador to Bucharest and Constantinople and deputised for the incapacitated Count 
Aehrenthal as Hungarian foreign minister to the Monarchy in 1911. The rooms and apartments 
of the castle hotel have been named after the cities Pallavicini was posted to during his 
career.

The interiors of the building with their painstakingly restored furniture and paintings of the 
period remain faithful to the styles of the turn of the 20th century. In addition, the light fi ttings 
in the rooms, corridors and shared areas are not mass produced, instead, they are restored 
examples of applied design dating back over a century – making the hotel a veritable lamp 
museum. The individual rooms are almost as unique and designed to serve a wide variety 
of needs, from generously furnished apartments to airy twin bedrooms with spare beds and 
living spaces with rooms opening onto one another.

Another unique feature of the hotel is its winter wall heating that converts into an effective 
cooling system in the summer months. The billiards room with its fi replace and bar allows 
guests to imagine just what it must have been like to have been a successful diplomat in the 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy. The lush 1.5-hectare castle grounds contain trees that date back 
at least as far, as well as a spring, a lake and barbecue facilities. Further afi eld, the spectacular 
Aggtelek stalactite cave and wilds of the Zemplén Hills both make great day-trips.

Details:
H‐3874 Pusztaradvány,
Kossuth Lajos u. 11.
Tel.: (+36‐46) 448‐173
Fax: (+36‐46) 448‐320 
mail@pallavicini.hu
www.pallavicini.hu

Pusztaradvány G1

Info:
Beds: 20 
Prices: € 88- € 128 per room, per night 

Pallavicini Castle Hotel  
Pusztaradvány
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The 150-year-old Festetich Castle Hotel and the adjacent modern Zsuzsanna Hotel are located in 
a 13.5 hectare arboretum at the top of a gentle slope. The engraving on the spire states that the 
castle was built in 1855 by landowner László Szentgyörgyi-Horváth, who amassed considerable 
debts – presumably in fi nancing the construction work – and was forced to sell the furniture to his 
own wife to prevent it being seized by his creditors. According to the inventory taken at the time, 
the blue, green, red and black salons, as well as the other expensively furnished rooms, contained 
a total of 95 gold-framed paintings and mirrors.

The residence, built in the Romantic style with neo-Gothic elements, was bought by Count 
Andor Festetics, who later became Hungary’s agriculture minister. It was the count who began 
to landscape the castle park in the English style, before the property was purchased by learned 
botanist Baron Mihály Baich. The baron invested almost his entire income into developing the 
park.

Even after extensive renovation, the castle has maintained its old-world atmosphere, although 
the level of service meets the highest standards. The delightful restaurant serves an excellent 
selection of Hungarian and international dishes with friendly service and at reasonable prices and 
the function rooms are equally suited to weddings, receptions, anniversary, birthday and other 
parties, as well as family reunions and business events.

The attached Zsuzsanna Hotel is connected to a spring delivering water at 55°C from a depth of 
1260 metres. It has both indoor and outdoor massage and swimming pools, the use of which are 
free of charge for guests. Thanks to its high salt content, the water is highly effective in easing joint 
pains and treating skin diseases, locomotive, heart and circulatory complaints.

Details:
H‐9622 Szeleste, Arany János u.
Tel.: (+36‐95) 565‐001
Fax: (+36‐95) 365‐014 
info@szelesteikastely.hu
www.szelesteikastely.hu

Szeleste B4

Info:
Beds: 76
Prices: € 65- € 135 

Festetich Castle Hotel  
Szeleste

The Kapitány Wellness Hotel was built in 2005 at the foot of the Sümeg Mountain and its famous 
castle. The historic environs of the four-star hotel represent an excellent opportunity to take a trip 
back into Medieval times. Nonetheless, the luxurious rooms and apartments are all fi tted with 
televisions, minibars, telephones and Internet connections, while the wellness area is equipped 
with eastern-style pools and invigorating saunas and steam baths. A variety of services are also 
available, including several types of massage, beauty treatments and refreshing and relaxing 
medicinal baths. The restaurant’s winter garden is the scene of bountiful buffet breakfasts and 
dinners, while à la carte dining is available in the Medieval-themed restaurant.

The most popular event booked at the hotel has always been the Medieval dinner and knights’ 
tournament, but the hotel also hosts Medieval-style weddings. The newly-weds arrive at the knights’ 
arena in an ornamental carriage and take their place in the royal box to watch the ceremony 
unfold. Afterwards, a guns are fi red from the castle above the arena to mark the happy occasion. 
The groom is then anointed a knight of the castle before the festivities can begin in earnest with a 
banquet fi t for a Medieval king – consumed, of course, without the use of knives and forks. Once 
the dust has settled, the couple retires to the exclusive Kapitány Hotel honeymoon suite.

Details:
H‐8330 Sümeg, Tóth Tivadar u. 19.
Tel.: (+36‐87) 550‐166
Fax: (+36‐87) 550‐167
sales@hotelkapitany.hu
www.hotelkapitany.hu
www.sumegvar.hu

Sümeg B5
Info:
Beds: 150+20
Prices: € 55- € 85 

Kapitány Wellness Hotel  
Sümeg
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The 150-year-old Festetich Castle Hotel and the adjacent modern Zsuzsanna Hotel are located in 
a 13.5 hectare arboretum at the top of a gentle slope. The engraving on the spire states that the 
castle was built in 1855 by landowner László Szentgyörgyi-Horváth, who amassed considerable 
debts – presumably in fi nancing the construction work – and was forced to sell the furniture to his 
own wife to prevent it being seized by his creditors. According to the inventory taken at the time, 
the blue, green, red and black salons, as well as the other expensively furnished rooms, contained 
a total of 95 gold-framed paintings and mirrors.

The residence, built in the Romantic style with neo-Gothic elements, was bought by Count 
Andor Festetics, who later became Hungary’s agriculture minister. It was the count who began 
to landscape the castle park in the English style, before the property was purchased by learned 
botanist Baron Mihály Baich. The baron invested almost his entire income into developing the 
park.

Even after extensive renovation, the castle has maintained its old-world atmosphere, although 
the level of service meets the highest standards. The delightful restaurant serves an excellent 
selection of Hungarian and international dishes with friendly service and at reasonable prices and 
the function rooms are equally suited to weddings, receptions, anniversary, birthday and other 
parties, as well as family reunions and business events.

The attached Zsuzsanna Hotel is connected to a spring delivering water at 55°C from a depth of 
1260 metres. It has both indoor and outdoor massage and swimming pools, the use of which are 
free of charge for guests. Thanks to its high salt content, the water is highly effective in easing joint 
pains and treating skin diseases, locomotive, heart and circulatory complaints.

Details:
H‐9622 Szeleste, Arany János u.
Tel.: (+36‐95) 565‐001
Fax: (+36‐95) 365‐014 
info@szelesteikastely.hu
www.szelesteikastely.hu

Szeleste B4

Info:
Beds: 76
Prices: € 65- € 135 

Festetich Castle Hotel  
Szeleste

The Kapitány Wellness Hotel was built in 2005 at the foot of the Sümeg Mountain and its famous 
castle. The historic environs of the four-star hotel represent an excellent opportunity to take a trip 
back into Medieval times. Nonetheless, the luxurious rooms and apartments are all fi tted with 
televisions, minibars, telephones and Internet connections, while the wellness area is equipped 
with eastern-style pools and invigorating saunas and steam baths. A variety of services are also 
available, including several types of massage, beauty treatments and refreshing and relaxing 
medicinal baths. The restaurant’s winter garden is the scene of bountiful buffet breakfasts and 
dinners, while à la carte dining is available in the Medieval-themed restaurant.

The most popular event booked at the hotel has always been the Medieval dinner and knights’ 
tournament, but the hotel also hosts Medieval-style weddings. The newly-weds arrive at the knights’ 
arena in an ornamental carriage and take their place in the royal box to watch the ceremony 
unfold. Afterwards, a guns are fi red from the castle above the arena to mark the happy occasion. 
The groom is then anointed a knight of the castle before the festivities can begin in earnest with a 
banquet fi t for a Medieval king – consumed, of course, without the use of knives and forks. Once 
the dust has settled, the couple retires to the exclusive Kapitány Hotel honeymoon suite.

Details:
H‐8330 Sümeg, Tóth Tivadar u. 19.
Tel.: (+36‐87) 550‐166
Fax: (+36‐87) 550‐167
sales@hotelkapitany.hu
www.hotelkapitany.hu
www.sumegvar.hu

Sümeg B5
Info:
Beds: 150+20
Prices: € 55- € 85 

Kapitány Wellness Hotel  
Sümeg
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The building, situated in Tarcal and part of the Tokaj-Hegyalja UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
started life in 1870 as the headquarters of the Hungarian Royal College of Viticulture and 
Winemaking. Today, the interiors of the hotel rooms achieve a harmony of Empire furniture, 
antique carpets and carefully selected colours. Antique chairs and desks, old paintings and 
Venice chandeliers also conjure up a 19th century atmosphere in the salon and library.

The hotel takes its name from Count Degenfeld-Schonburg, a family of Swiss provenance 
that was appointed to the rank of baron in 1625 before being elevated to Count status by the 
Monarchy when Kristóf Degenfeld was made Royal State Minister of Prussia in 1716. Of the 
branch of the family that settled in Hungary, Count Imre Degenfeld, who also owned land in 
Tokaj, was head steward of Szabolcs County during the 1848-49 war of independence and 
150 of his subjects fought in the army. The family played an important role in the Tokaj region 
as early as the mid 19th century and continues to produce excellent wines on its 100-hectare 
estate.

In addition to enjoying the hospitality of the Castle Hotel, guests should by all means experience 
the rich history of the ancient winemaking towns of Tarcal and Tokaj at the foot of Tokaj Hill. 
The Degenfeld family recently also bought back and fully renovated the Degenfeld Palace on 
Tokaj’s picturesque main square. It has since been converted into the Degenfeld Restaurant 
and conference centre.

Details:
H‐3915 Tarcal, Terézia kert 9.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 580‐400
Fax: (+36‐47) 580‐401 
hotel@degenfeld.hu
www.hotelgrofdegenfeld.hu

Tarcal G2

Info:
Beds: 42 
Prices: € 105- € 160 

Gróf Degenfeld Castle Hotel 
Tarcal

The Andrássy town house in Tarcal was built in the second half of the 18th century in the Baroque 
style before being converted in line with the Classicist fashion of the early 19th century. The hotel 
also underwent considerable redevelopment and renovation prior to opening its doors in May 
2008. With 40 rooms and a presidential suite attached to the Andrássy Winery and vineyards, the 
hotel is intended to serve professional and leisure wine tourism of every kind, from cellar tours and 
winetasting to harvest and factory viewings and presentations on local winemaking processes.

The hotel’s four-star rating, highly qualifi ed staff and excellent catering and wellness services 
guarantee an enjoyable and pleasant stay for couples and groups alike. The hotel offers 2 standard 
rooms, 33 superior suites, 3 deluxe twin bedrooms, 2 junior suites and one 100 m² presidential 
suite. The rooms offer panoramic views of the Tokaj vineyards and the Terézia Chapel, while the 
presidential suite opens onto Tokaj valley. The VinoSense Spa is Hungary’s fi rst vinotherapy wellness 
centre employing grape and seed extracts to prevent and slow skin ageing. Further treatments 
include baths enriched with Tokaj wine extracts and essential oils, and nourishing mineral skin 
packs. 

The wellness area contains Finnish, infra-red and bio-saunas, a steam bath, aromatherapy, colour 
therapy, a salt chamber, a whirlpool, a swimming pool and jet showers. The winter garden is ideal for 
sunbathing and the massage elements in the cellar bath offer a unique experience. The Passione 
restaurant menu combines local and international cuisine, and includes dishes prepared with Tokaj 
wines and pastries and cakes baked on site. The hotel also boasts excellent function facilities: The 
conference room has capacity for 100 guests and smaller meeting rooms are equipped with the 
latest technology for both business and family events. The surrounding protected area also offers 
countless leisure options, from woodland and river tours to fi  shing and hunting.

Details:
H‐3915 Tarcal, Fô u. 94.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 580‐015
Fax: (+36‐47) 580‐016
hotel@andrassy.hu
www.andrassy.hu

Tarcal G2

Info:
Beds: 40 rooms and one presidential suite
Prices: € 120- € 140 

Andrássy Kúria Wine & Spa Hotel  
Tarcal
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The building, situated in Tarcal and part of the Tokaj-Hegyalja UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
started life in 1870 as the headquarters of the Hungarian Royal College of Viticulture and 
Winemaking. Today, the interiors of the hotel rooms achieve a harmony of Empire furniture, 
antique carpets and carefully selected colours. Antique chairs and desks, old paintings and 
Venice chandeliers also conjure up a 19th century atmosphere in the salon and library.

The hotel takes its name from Count Degenfeld-Schonburg, a family of Swiss provenance 
that was appointed to the rank of baron in 1625 before being elevated to Count status by the 
Monarchy when Kristóf Degenfeld was made Royal State Minister of Prussia in 1716. Of the 
branch of the family that settled in Hungary, Count Imre Degenfeld, who also owned land in 
Tokaj, was head steward of Szabolcs County during the 1848-49 war of independence and 
150 of his subjects fought in the army. The family played an important role in the Tokaj region 
as early as the mid 19th century and continues to produce excellent wines on its 100-hectare 
estate.

In addition to enjoying the hospitality of the Castle Hotel, guests should by all means experience 
the rich history of the ancient winemaking towns of Tarcal and Tokaj at the foot of Tokaj Hill. 
The Degenfeld family recently also bought back and fully renovated the Degenfeld Palace on 
Tokaj’s picturesque main square. It has since been converted into the Degenfeld Restaurant 
and conference centre.

Details:
H‐3915 Tarcal, Terézia kert 9.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 580‐400
Fax: (+36‐47) 580‐401 
hotel@degenfeld.hu
www.hotelgrofdegenfeld.hu

Tarcal G2

Info:
Beds: 42 
Prices: € 105- € 160 

Gróf Degenfeld Castle Hotel 
Tarcal

The Andrássy town house in Tarcal was built in the second half of the 18th century in the Baroque 
style before being converted in line with the Classicist fashion of the early 19th century. The hotel 
also underwent considerable redevelopment and renovation prior to opening its doors in May 
2008. With 40 rooms and a presidential suite attached to the Andrássy Winery and vineyards, the 
hotel is intended to serve professional and leisure wine tourism of every kind, from cellar tours and 
winetasting to harvest and factory viewings and presentations on local winemaking processes.

The hotel’s four-star rating, highly qualifi ed staff and excellent catering and wellness services 
guarantee an enjoyable and pleasant stay for couples and groups alike. The hotel offers 2 standard 
rooms, 33 superior suites, 3 deluxe twin bedrooms, 2 junior suites and one 100 m² presidential 
suite. The rooms offer panoramic views of the Tokaj vineyards and the Terézia Chapel, while the 
presidential suite opens onto Tokaj valley. The VinoSense Spa is Hungary’s fi rst vinotherapy wellness 
centre employing grape and seed extracts to prevent and slow skin ageing. Further treatments 
include baths enriched with Tokaj wine extracts and essential oils, and nourishing mineral skin 
packs. 

The wellness area contains Finnish, infra-red and bio-saunas, a steam bath, aromatherapy, colour 
therapy, a salt chamber, a whirlpool, a swimming pool and jet showers. The winter garden is ideal for 
sunbathing and the massage elements in the cellar bath offer a unique experience. The Passione 
restaurant menu combines local and international cuisine, and includes dishes prepared with Tokaj 
wines and pastries and cakes baked on site. The hotel also boasts excellent function facilities: The 
conference room has capacity for 100 guests and smaller meeting rooms are equipped with the 
latest technology for both business and family events. The surrounding protected area also offers 
countless leisure options, from woodland and river tours to fi  shing and hunting.

Details:
H‐3915 Tarcal, Fô u. 94.
Tel.: (+36‐47) 580‐015
Fax: (+36‐47) 580‐016
hotel@andrassy.hu
www.andrassy.hu

Tarcal G2

Info:
Beds: 40 rooms and one presidential suite
Prices: € 120- € 140 

Andrássy Kúria Wine & Spa Hotel  
Tarcal
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One of Hungary’s oldest restaurants, the Kárpátia Restaurant in the centre of the Hungarian 
capital has been a fl agship of Hungarian gastronomy since 1877. In addition to traditional 
dishes, the menu features modern takes on Hungarian cuisine, making it a popular spot for 
locals and tourists alike. The live gypsy music of Lajos Sárközi and his band are also a major 
draw.

The Kárpátia occupies a palatial building erected on the site of a former Franciscan monastery 
and its early 20th century interiors enjoy protected status. The hand-carved, stained-glass 
windows, gilded walls and historical paintings restore the romantic atmosphere of Hungary’s 
golden age while the breezy terrace in the Ferenciek (Fraciskan) courtyard is refreshingly cool 
in the stifl ing summer months. Anyone who has visited the Kárpátia will know that no other 
Budapest restaurant achieves such a perfect harmony of enchanting historical ambiance and 
the fi nest in Hungarian cuisine.

The Kárpátia Söröző (beer hall) is also a favourite venue for friends, colleagues and families to 
spend a few happy minutes or hours in the company of excellent food. At the turn of the 20th 
century, the “pub” was a second home to the famous Hungarian authors Kálmán Mikszáth and 
Zsigmond Móricz. Frigyes Karinthy was also a regular.

The Kárpátia also caters outside events, such as gala dinners and receptions in museums, 
palaces and galleries.

Details:
H‐1053 Budapest,
Ferenciek tere 7‐8.
Tel.: (+36‐1) 317‐3596
Fax: (+36‐1) 318‐0591
restaurant@karpatia.hu
www.karpatia.hu

Budapest DE4

Kárpátia Restaurant & Brasserie
Budapest

The Batthyány Castle Hotel is conveniently situated near the Hévíz thermal lake, the Ke-
hidakustány baths and Lake Balaton. The Sármellék international airport is also only a short 
drive away.

The Baroque town house at the heart of today’s building was constructed by the Csány fa mily 
in the 18th century. László Csány, who served as commissioner and minister of transport du-
ring the 1848-49 war of independence, was born here. After the uprising was crushed, he was 
summoned before the military court of Austrian general Baron Julius Jacob von Haynau and 
sentenced to death by hanging in October 1849, just four days after the execution of the 13 
martyrs of Arad.

The residence took on today’s historical form in 1913, with the neo-Renaissance and neo-Ba-
roque style elements selected by the keen eyes of politician Pál Batthyány and Count József 
Batthyány. The hotel is also surrounded by an ancient park containing trees that have stood 
for centuries.

The recently renovated castle hotel is connected to its own thermal spring supplying water 
to its indoor and outdoor jet baths. Guests also have the use of the sauna and whirlpool, as 
well as access to an outstanding restaurant and bar. Tastefully appointed apartments are also 
available in the villa adjacent to the main building and both the castle and park are ideally 
suited to conferences, weddings and garden parties. The castle also makes for an ideal start-
ing point for riding tours into the surrounding countryside, fi shing trips and sailing on Lake 
Balaton.

Details:
H‐8782 Zalacsány,
Csány László u. 24.
Tel.: (+36‐83) 537‐000
Fax: (+36‐83) 537‐037
wellness@t‐online.hu
www.wellnesskastely.hu

Zalacsány B5

Info:
Beds: 85 
Prices: € 32- € 62 

Batthyány Castle Hotel  
Zalacsány
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One of Hungary’s oldest restaurants, the Kárpátia Restaurant in the centre of the Hungarian 
capital has been a fl agship of Hungarian gastronomy since 1877. In addition to traditional 
dishes, the menu features modern takes on Hungarian cuisine, making it a popular spot for 
locals and tourists alike. The live gypsy music of Lajos Sárközi and his band are also a major 
draw.

The Kárpátia occupies a palatial building erected on the site of a former Franciscan monastery 
and its early 20th century interiors enjoy protected status. The hand-carved, stained-glass 
windows, gilded walls and historical paintings restore the romantic atmosphere of Hungary’s 
golden age while the breezy terrace in the Ferenciek (Fraciskan) courtyard is refreshingly cool 
in the stifl ing summer months. Anyone who has visited the Kárpátia will know that no other 
Budapest restaurant achieves such a perfect harmony of enchanting historical ambiance and 
the fi nest in Hungarian cuisine.

The Kárpátia Söröző (beer hall) is also a favourite venue for friends, colleagues and families to 
spend a few happy minutes or hours in the company of excellent food. At the turn of the 20th 
century, the “pub” was a second home to the famous Hungarian authors Kálmán Mikszáth and 
Zsigmond Móricz. Frigyes Karinthy was also a regular.

The Kárpátia also caters outside events, such as gala dinners and receptions in museums, 
palaces and galleries.

Details:
H‐1053 Budapest,
Ferenciek tere 7‐8.
Tel.: (+36‐1) 317‐3596
Fax: (+36‐1) 318‐0591
restaurant@karpatia.hu
www.karpatia.hu

Budapest DE4

Kárpátia Restaurant & Brasserie
Budapest

The Batthyány Castle Hotel is conveniently situated near the Hévíz thermal lake, the Ke-
hidakustány baths and Lake Balaton. The Sármellék international airport is also only a short 
drive away.

The Baroque town house at the heart of today’s building was constructed by the Csány fa mily 
in the 18th century. László Csány, who served as commissioner and minister of transport du-
ring the 1848-49 war of independence, was born here. After the uprising was crushed, he was 
summoned before the military court of Austrian general Baron Julius Jacob von Haynau and 
sentenced to death by hanging in October 1849, just four days after the execution of the 13 
martyrs of Arad.

The residence took on today’s historical form in 1913, with the neo-Renaissance and neo-Ba-
roque style elements selected by the keen eyes of politician Pál Batthyány and Count József 
Batthyány. The hotel is also surrounded by an ancient park containing trees that have stood 
for centuries.

The recently renovated castle hotel is connected to its own thermal spring supplying water 
to its indoor and outdoor jet baths. Guests also have the use of the sauna and whirlpool, as 
well as access to an outstanding restaurant and bar. Tastefully appointed apartments are also 
available in the villa adjacent to the main building and both the castle and park are ideally 
suited to conferences, weddings and garden parties. The castle also makes for an ideal start-
ing point for riding tours into the surrounding countryside, fi shing trips and sailing on Lake 
Balaton.

Details:
H‐8782 Zalacsány,
Csány László u. 24.
Tel.: (+36‐83) 537‐000
Fax: (+36‐83) 537‐037
wellness@t‐online.hu
www.wellnesskastely.hu

Zalacsány B5

Info:
Beds: 85 
Prices: € 32- € 62 

Batthyány Castle Hotel  
Zalacsány
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ASSUR KFT.
H-1117 Budapest, Budafoki út 183.
www.assur.hu

B + N Referencia KFT.
H-2193 Galgahévíz, Szabadság u. 68/b.
Telefon: (+36-28) 591-570, 591-571

Cosmaped
H-1221 Budapest, Ady Endre út 81-83.
www.langermann.hu

Alois Dallmayr 
Automaten – Service Kft.
H-1188 Budapest, Nagykőrösi út 24.
www.dallmayr.hu

Ericom Kft.
H-2360 Gyál, Csontos József u. 43.
Mobil: (+36-30) 931-8904

GAWER Consulting
H-1143 Budapest, Stefánia út 17.
www.dvmediatori.eu

H-Clean System
H-1156 Budapest, Páskomliget u. 18.
www.h-cleansystem.hu

Historic Hotels of Europe
www.historichotelsofeurope.com 

Kiko Művészeti Bt.
www.komaromipisti.hu

LATEX 2000 ZRt.
H-9700 Szombathely, Írottkő u. 1.
Tel.: (+36-20) 37-99-387, 98-28-932

Life - Guard Kft.
H-1205 Budapest, Alpár u. 2.
www.lifeguard.hu

A. T. LINEANTIKA KFT.
H-2089 Telki, Harangvirág u. 15.
www.lineantika.com

Milora Interieur
H-1139 Budapest, Lomb u. 27/b.
www.milora.hu

Neckermann 
Utazás Szolgáltató Kft.
H-1118 Budapest, Dayka Gábor u. 5.
www.neckermann.hu

Progast Kft.
H-1126 Budapest, Németvölgyi út 6. 
www.progast.hu

Top Trade
H-1149 Budapest, Angol u. 77.
www.toptrade.hu

www.hungary.com
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Playground

Conferencing
technology

Pool room

Childcare

Wine bar

Non-smoking

Live music

Paddling pool

Whirlpool

Wellness

Family-friendly

Taxi

Tennis

Hunting

Air conditioning

On-site healthcare

Fishing

Open-air swimming pool

Disabled facilities

Solarium

Safe

Vegetarian

Mini-bar

Massage

Beauty salon

Area of special
natural interest

Restaurant

Café or bar

Lounge

Garage 

Covered
swimming pool

Medicinal springs
(distance in km)

Sauna

Gym

Riding

Television

Pet-friendly

Cycling

Internet
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ASSUR KFT.
H-1117 Budapest, Budafoki út 183.
www.assur.hu

B + N Referencia KFT.
H-2193 Galgahévíz, Szabadság u. 68/b.
Telefon: (+36-28) 591-570, 591-571

Cosmaped
H-1221 Budapest, Ady Endre út 81-83.
www.langermann.hu

Alois Dallmayr 
Automaten – Service Kft.
H-1188 Budapest, Nagykőrösi út 24.
www.dallmayr.hu

Ericom Kft.
H-2360 Gyál, Csontos József u. 43.
Mobil: (+36-30) 931-8904

GAWER Consulting
H-1143 Budapest, Stefánia út 17.
www.dvmediatori.eu

H-Clean System
H-1156 Budapest, Páskomliget u. 18.
www.h-cleansystem.hu

Historic Hotels of Europe
www.historichotelsofeurope.com 

Kiko Művészeti Bt.
www.komaromipisti.hu

LATEX 2000 ZRt.
H-9700 Szombathely, Írottkő u. 1.
Tel.: (+36-20) 37-99-387, 98-28-932

Life - Guard Kft.
H-1205 Budapest, Alpár u. 2.
www.lifeguard.hu

A. T. LINEANTIKA KFT.
H-2089 Telki, Harangvirág u. 15.
www.lineantika.com

Milora Interieur
H-1139 Budapest, Lomb u. 27/b.
www.milora.hu

Neckermann 
Utazás Szolgáltató Kft.
H-1118 Budapest, Dayka Gábor u. 5.
www.neckermann.hu

Progast Kft.
H-1126 Budapest, Németvölgyi út 6. 
www.progast.hu

Top Trade
H-1149 Budapest, Angol u. 77.
www.toptrade.hu

www.hungary.com
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www.hungary.com

Hungarofest – KLASSZ Music Office presents:

A classical music programme series all around the year to celebrate the
bicentenary of Joseph Haydn’s death, 
who created for years at Eszterháza

Because in Hungary MUSIC is written in capital letters!

140 events, 134 classical music concerts,
30 star performers and orchestras

13 cities throughout Hungary and abroad

Main Programmes

KLASSZ – MR festival with star performers of the classical music, 
co-operation between Hungarofest – KLASSZ Music Office and Radio Bartók

29–31 May 2009, Esterhazy residence at Fertôd

Haydn Maraton at Millenáris Park, classical music and cross-over concerts, 
musical programmes for children

World Creation Day throughout the country
31 May 2009 at Budapest, Esztergom, Gyôr and Pécs

12th Haydn at Eszterháza Festival with international known artists, 
and programmes for children and families

28 August 2009 – 6 September 2009, Esterházy residence, Fertôd

Haydn Yubilee Year 2009 is organised by Hungarofest Kht – Klassz Musical Office

For further information please contact our website

www.haydn-2009.hu
www.k lassz .o rg

Haydn Year 2009

Know before you go   
Transport
Standing at the centre of Europe, Hungary is well served by 
transport links from abroad. The main international airports are 
Budapest Ferihegy (bud.hu), FlyBalaton Airport  (flybalaton.hu)
near Lake Balaton and Airport Debrecen in the East.

Budapest is linked to 15 European capital cities by train, directly 
or with changes. It has three main railway stations from which you 
can take Express and InterCity trains to all the main tourist regions 
(www.mav-start.hu). 

In addition, there are numerous bus routes around the country 
operated by the Hungarian company Volánbusz; these can be 
picked up from three main bus stations in the capital. 

You can reach Budapest by boat (see mahartpassnave.hu
for further information) from Vienna and Bratislava during
the summer; you can also take ferries for day trips to the
Danube Bend. 

Time 
Central European Time (GMT + 1) 

Climate 
Hungary has a temperate climate, similar to the rest of the 
continental zone. January is the coldest month (-1°C average)
and August the warmest (21.3°C average).

Representation of the
Hungarian National Tourist Office

Italy
Uffi cio Turistico Ungherese
E-mail: info@turismoungherese.it
www.turismoungherese.it

Israel
Hungarian National Tourist Offi ce
E-mail: forgacs@itthon.hu
www.hungaria.org.il

Japan
Hungarian National Tourist Offi ce
E-mail: info@hungarytabi.jp
www.hungarytabi.jp

Poland
Narodowe Przedstawicielstwo Turystyki 
Węgierskiej
E-mail: hirling@wegry.info.pl
www.wegry.info.pl

Romania
Ofi ciul de Turism al Ungariei– 
Reprezentanţă
E-mail: htcluj@cluj.astral.ro
www.hungarytourism.ro

Russia
Бюро Советника по туризму Венгрии
E-mail: info@vengria.ru
www.vengria.ru, www.spavengria.com

Slovakia
Vel’vyslanectvo Mad’arskej republiky 
Obchodná·kancelária
E-mail: info@madarsko.sk
www.madarsko.sk

Spain
Ofi cina Nacional de Turismo de Hungría
E-mail: hungria@hungriaturismo.com
www.hungriaturismo.com

Sweden
(with Estonia, Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Norway) 
Ungerska Turistbyrån i Norden
E-mail: htstockholm@mtrt.se 
www.ungari.org
www.unkarinmatkailu.fi 
www.ungarija.org 
www.vengrija.org 
www.ungarnturisme.com
www.ungernturism.org 

Switzerland
Ungarisches Tourismusamt
Offi ce du Tourisme de Hongrie
E-mail: info@ungarn-tourismus.ch
www.ungarn-tourismus.ch
www.hongrie-tourisme.ch 

The Netherlands
Hongaars Verkeersbureau
E-mail: info@hongaarsverkeersbureau.nl
www.hongaarsverkeersbureau.nl

Ukraine
Посольство Угорської Республіки
Інформаційне бюро «Угорщина-туризм»
E-mail: htkiev@hungarytourism.hu
www.ugor.com.ua

UK & Ireland
Hungarian National Tourist Offi ce
E-mail: info@gotohungary.co.uk
www.gotohungary.co.uk

United States of America
Hungarian National Tourist Offi ce
E-mail: info@gotohungary.com
www.gotohungary.com

Austria
Ungarisches Tourismusamt
E-mail: ungarninfo@ungarn-tourismus.at
www.ungarn-tourismus.at

Belgium
Offi ce du Tourisme de Hongrie
Toeristische Dienst van Hongarije
E-mail: htbrussels@skynet.be
www.visithongrie.be
www.visithongarije.be

China
Embassy of the
Hungarian Republic in Beijing 
E-mail: xiongyali@xiongyali.cn
www.xiongyali.cn

Czech Republic
Madarská Turistika
E-mail: info@madarsko.cz
www.madarsko.cz

Denmark
Ungarns Turistråd
E-mail: htcopenhagen@mail.dk
www.ungarn.dk

France
Offi ce du Tourisme de Hongrie
E-mail: hongrie@hongrietourisme.com
www.hongrietourisme.com

Germany
Ungarisches Tourismusamt
E-mail: berlin@ungarn-tourismus.de
frankfurt@ungarn-tourismus.de
munchen@ungarn-tourismus.de
www.ungarn-tourismus.de

If you need further assistance, would like to request some of our brochures and maps, please feel free to contact the Hungarian National Tourist Offi ce
or call our 24hr hotline: 00800 36 000 000 (free call from Austria, Germany, Switzerland, France, UK, Ireland, USA).
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Pécs, the centre of the South Transdanubian Region in Hungary is going to bear the title of European Capital of Cul-
ture in 2010. The notion of the borderless city carries the message of openness in all fields of life, as well as the ability to
incorporate and be receptive.

While walking the streets of Pécs, the 2000- year-old history will present itself: the traces of the old city from the
Roman Age, the Early Christian Necropolis, the first Hungarian university, the inner city of the Middle Ages surrounded
by a wall, the Turkish mosques, the cathedral with the related buildings, the Zsolnay Quarter, the Museum Quarter in
Káptalan street – the cultural variegation of European history.

Pécs hosts numerous festivals and other cultural events year after year, which characterizes the traditionally vivid
intellectual life of the city. 

In 2010 Pécs will celebrate as European Capital of Culture, presenting its genuine treasures to the world: the cultural
heritage of the city as well as its aptitude for innovation.

Come and visit our city, because: 
— Pécs is a multicultural city
— Pécs is the city of lively public spaces
— Pécs is the city of cultural heritage and cultural innovation
— Pécs is the city of Hungarian regionalism
— Pécs is a cultural gateway

Pécs, the Borderless City

Pécs, the borderless city welcomes you!

www.pecs2010.hu
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